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LETTERS

After the Tangshan
Earthquake

From the very first day of the
news, I was keenly interested in
the effects of the Tangshan earth«
quake, its implications for re-
building the city and its social ef-
fects on the people.

When I received the November
29 issue of Beijing Review (No. 48,
1982), I found myself reliving all
the interest I had about the re-
building of a city and its people.
The article (Tangshan — Six Years
After the Quake) was a fascinat-
ing one to read. Its description
of the physical rebuilding, the
economic redevelopment, the so-
cial concerns for children, teen-
agers and family life, the deep
consideration for the handicapped
and the homeless all served to
make my own understanding
broader and more meaningful.
The special feature was even more
special to me. It responded to an
interest I have nurtured all these
years.

Louis P. Schwartz
Baldwin, N.Y., USA
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Statistics Reveal Truths .

The new column “Facts and
Figures” is very enlightening.
What the tables in “National
Economy: Major Targets” (No.
48, 1982) show is not only signifi-
cant to the Chinese people, but
also to foreigners who are in-
terested in Chinese politics. I ap-
preciate the effort you have made
to improve your national economy
and I know the Chinese friends
are satisfied with the results.
Here in Africa it is exceptional
when a country publishes its state
revenues and expenditures as well
as its national income.

Your achievements were be-
yond my expectations. Has not
China suffered the worldwide
economic crisis? How could
China’s economy develop so
steadily? The Chinese people
know the expenditure of each de-
partment, which sets an example
for the rest of the world.

The world economic crisis has
not really affected Africa. We
lack some items, but is this due
to the crisis? I think not but our
leaders should realize that the in-
evitable crisis is brought about
by the capitalist system which is
subjugating the Africans.

Tshalu-Kalonda
Kinshasa, Zaire
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Class Struggle

The article entitled “Scientifi-
cally Understand and ' Handle
Class Struggle in China” (issue
No. 49, 1982) clarified the econom-
ic and political principles and pol-
icies adopted by your -country.
It also reconfirmed my belief in
the significance of Sino-Japanese
friendship.

The people in both the develop-
ed and developing countries are
longing for the cultural and eco-
nomic development of their coun-
tries. They are aware that con-
tradictions arise when their
economies and cultures do not
meet the needs of the citizens. If
a political regime fails to gradual-
ly meet the material and cultural
needs of its people, it will be
unstable and eventually fall.

Your country has abandoned
the theory of “taking class strug-
gle as the key link,” dedicated it-
self to socialist modernization,
adopted the policy of opening to
the outside world and invigorated
the domestic economy, This con-
tributes greatly to world peace.

The article pointed out that it
is necessary to resolutely strike at
the hostile elements who en-
danger socialism, and scientifical-
ly understand and correctly han-
dle class struggle between the
people and the enemy. Vestiges
of old ideologies among the peo-
ple should be overcome by patient
‘education, I regard these view-
points as justified.

Hiromichi Kawamoto
Yamaguchi, Japan

Helps Friendship, But . . .

Your magazine improves the re-
lationship between Pakistan and
China. It creates a friendship
environment for peaceful living
all over the world. However, I
would like to say that your mag-
azine devotes too little space to
science. If you can increase the
number of articles it would be
better. If you carried an article
on Chinese films, it would help
circulation, as would more cover-
age of sports, science, history,
and education.

I don’t think your distribution
is efficient because the magazine
is not easily available to the
general public, and not available
in college libraries,

Asim Matin Khan
Karachi, Pakistan
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NOTES FROM THE EDITORS

Protecting infant girls

Recently there have been
news reports about female in-
fanticide in China. What ac-
counts for this phenomenon?
What measures has the Chinese
Government adopted to curb it?

It is indeed distressing that
cases of female infanticide oc-
cur in socialist China, although
they are rare.

At the bottom of the whole
matter are the special historical
conditions of China.

Feudal ideas nurtured by a
feudal system thousands of
years old die hard in China.
For many centuries, the concept
of men being superior to women
remained deep-rooted in peo-
ple’s minds. A woman’s failure
to produce male offspring to
carry on the family name was
condemned, more often than
not, as the greatest filial im-
piety.

As a typical example of this
mentality, the birth of a boy in
preliberation China was usually
celebrated as the arrival of a
scholar who would lead the
family to prosperity. But when
a girl was born, she was seen
as no more than a future
operator of the family spinning-
wheel.

Furthermore, sons usually
brought their wives to live in
the parental home and sup-
ported their parents in their old
age, while a daughter moved to
her husband’s home and owed
her allegiance to his family.

In those dark old days, female
infanticide was so rampant in
Chinese cities and villages,
especially in remote and desti-
tute places, that even today,
decades later, its serious con-
sequences are still felt daily. In

Anhui  Province’s  Huaiyuan
County. for example, quite a
few male villagers over 40 years
old are not married.

The Chinese people uprooted
the rural feudal system during
the Land Reform Movement
that followed the birth of the
People’s Republic in 1949, As a
result, the people's livelihood
improved remarkably. Women
increasingly joined men in pro-
ductive labour and won greater
respect from society. For many
years female infanticide was no
longer heard of.

The feudal idea of favouring
boys over girls, however, is not
completely gone. Some couples
feel unfulfilled it they do not
have a son. Thus they go on
having children until a son is
produced. This explains why a
great number of families have
more than two children.

The problem was compounded
by mistakes committed over a
long period of time regarding
the nation’s population policy.
Consequently, the  Chinese
population grew from 694.5
million in 1964 to 1,008 million
in 1982 (neither figure includes
Taiwan, Xianggang or Aomen).

To slow down the population
growth, China in the last few
years has encouraged each
couple to have only one child,
to strictly control second births
and resolutely prevent addi-
tional births. This poses a tough
challenge for those who crave
sons to carry forward their
family lines.

The sex of a fetus is not
decided by the mother. Yet in
their keen desire to have sons,
some men torment their wives
after they give birth to daugh-
ters, and, worse still, kill the

baby girls through neglect or
outright murder.

Ignorance of science and
disregard for state law have led
these people astray. Although
they are a mere handful in
society, nevertheless their
wrongdoings have drawn grave
concern from all quarters.

Many measures have been
adopted to curb such barbarity.
The masses are being educated
to drop the feudal attitude of
viewing men as superior to
women, This was siressed in a
January nationwide drive to
publicize planned parenthood.

The mass media have co-
operated by exposing and cen-
suring the criminal practices of
female infanticide and maltreat-
ing women who give birth to
girls,

A rural campaign is being
conducted to change outmoded
customs and practices. Today,
men are encouraged to live with
their brides’ families. -Further-
more, much is being done to
improve the lot of childless old
people and guarantee them a
secure livelihood. .

In the meantime, law en-
forcement has been tightened
up. The Criminal Law of the
Peoples’ Republic of China
stipulates: “Whoever inten-
tionally commits homicide shall
be sentenced to death, or to life
imprisonment, or fo imprison-

-ment for not less than 10 years

or, in less serious cases, to im-
prisonment for from three to
10 years.”

The Marriage Law also states
clearly: ‘“Infanticide by drown-
ing and any other acts causing
serious harm to infants are
prohibited.” ’

Recently, a worker in the
northeast city of Dandong was
convicted of killing his infant
daughter and sentenced to 13
years in prison,

— Social Editor Xing Lin
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Enterprises reform the cadre system

Reform of the cadre system is
being conducted in an increas-
ing number of factories and
mines as they introduce demo-
cratic elections of directors.
advertise for professionals and
remove incompetent cadres from
their posts.

Reform is necessary because
quite a number of China’s
cadres lack modern scientific or
technological knowledge and
are advanced in age.

In the past, a cadre would
hold a leading post indefinitely
once he was dppointed, irrespec-
tive of his age or competence.
He would only be removed as a
punishment for making serious
mistakes.

This resulted in overstaffing
and bureaucracy, which is in-
compatible with the country's
socialist modernization drive.

To reform the cadre system,
the 12th National Congress of
the Chinese Communist Party
last September decided to
abolish the de facto life-long
tenure for leading cadres.

The reform is expected to in-
crease the educational level,
professional competence and
revolutionary gqualities among
cadres, and to lower the average
age.

During the reform of the
Party and government organiza-
tions at the central level many
younger and more competent
leaders have been promoted to
replace veteran cadres. The
latter have been either appoint-
ed as advisers or retired.

The reform of the cadre sys-
tem has also been practised at
local and grass-root levels.

Since 1982, directors and

January 31, 1983

managers have been elected by
workers in 450 Beijing factories.
Leaders thus elected have
proved competent, devoted to
their work and impartial in
handling matters and therefore
enjoy extensive support.

In a democratic election at a
Beijing radio elements factory,
Yang Juwei, 50, was voted in as
director. A college graduate,
Yang came to the factory in 1969
and became a worker, a voca-
tional education teacher and
production dispatcher before
being appointed deputy director
in 1979. He was elected director
because he showed an ability
to solve difficult problems in
production and management.

Upon taking office, he pre-
sented a plan for raising °"the
factory’s annual profits from
the 1982 figure of 1.3 million
yuan to 1.5 million in 1983 and
2 million in 1985. He also prom-
ised to improve the workers’
housing and other welfare ben-

efits. “If I fail,” he said, “I
will resign.”

Another defect in our present
cadre system is that qualified
people cannot fully use their
skills in their work. The distri-
bution of professionals is un-
balanced. Some units are over-
staffed while others are short-
handed. This is because, for
many years, cadres and other
professionals were assigned by
the state which could not meet
the actual needs of every enter-
prise.

In recent years, units that
need professionals have begun
to advertise for scientific, tech-
nical and management person-
nel. More than 200 professionals
transferred from Shanghai to
east China’s Anhui Province in
three months last year in
response to such advertisements.

To help some enterprises
end their prolonged losses,
the Liaoning provincial gov-
ernment decided last year to
replace some unqualified leaders
with more competent cadres. It

Jiang Huaixiao (third from left), an engineer at the In§trument Repairing
Factory under the Beijing Yanshan General Petrochemical Company, was
recently promoted to deputy director of the factory.



Reform for Modernization

Systematic economic and political reforms must
be conducted to ensure the success of the moderniza-
tion drive, said Party General Secretary Hu Yaobang. |

Speaking to the recent National Conference on Ideo-
logical and Political Work, Hu said that reforms must be
conducted in every sphere of socialist society. This was
the most important guideline for the Party to lead a suc-
cessful modernization drive, he told the provincial, trade
union, women’s federation and Youth League leaders and

China.
recent years, with full
Committee, Hu said.

The reforms

success, he said.

fectiveness of the reforms:
in China?

representatives who attended the conference.

Without reforms there can be no modernization for
Deng Xiaoping has stressed this repeatedly in
agreement from the Central

must  be conducted
tematically and realistically. Communists and the working
class must stand at the forefront of the work and must
support, participate in and lead the reforms, he said.

The General Secretary reviewed the Party’s recent
activities and the successful reforms in agriculture. He
said that the work of setting things right had established
the prerequisites for modernization.
with the old and create the new are needed to guarantee

Hu cited the following criterion for judging the ef-
Are they good for socialism
Do they develop the country? and, Do they
aid the prosperity of the Chinese people?

thoroughly, sys-

Reforms to break

=t oy

also issued instructions that
cadres who were removed from

their posts should not take
equivalent positions in other
places.

Many units throughout China
are paying close attention to the
training of cadres, an important
measure for ‘the reform of the
cadre system.

Price readjustment

of textile products

China lowered some textiles
prices and raised others by a
relatively big margin in a read-
justment effective on January
20. Prices of chemical fibre tex-
tiles were reduced 20 to 30 per
cent, while cotton textiles went

6

up about 20 per cent on the
average. After readjustment,
the ratio of cotton textiles prices
to chemical fibre textiles prices
fell from 1:2.4 to 1:1.4.

Textiles account for 25 per
cent of China’s total retail sales
of consumer goods. The present
price readjustment will affect
everyone. Therefore, the Chi-
nese Government issued detail-
ed explanations of the reasons

-and scope of the price readjust-

ment a few days before it was
enacted.

In recent years, China’s chem-
ical fibre industry has develop-
ed rapidly and production costs
have been reduced. But prices
of the products were on the high
side for consumers, and large
amounts were stockpiled. Since
1978 the government has rais-
ed the purchasing prices of

cotton three times in a row, for
a cumulative increase of about
50 per cent—a move which
stimulated cotton production.
But the selling prices of cotton
textiles remained unchanged,
giving little profit to the
production units and adding a
burden on the state economy.

After readjustment, it is ex-
pected that the sales of chemical
fibre textiles will increase and
that the output and quality of
cotton textiles will rise. This
will promote the development
of the entire textile industry and
raise the proportion of chemical
fibre textiles in clothing ma-
terials.

The Chinese Government has
decided to provide 100 million
yuan in subsidies to peasants in
about 200 remote and poor
areas in Gansu and Qinghal
Provinces, Ningxia, Tibet and
Inner Mongolian Autonomous
Regions, who have increased ex-
penditures as a result of the
new prices.

At the same time, the State
Council has also decided to
reduce the prices on some light
industrial and electronic in-
dustrial products, such as wrist-
watches, alarm clocks, tubber-
soled cloth shoes, films, colour
TV sets and some electric fans.

Because the reductions are
slightly greater than the price
hikes, the market prices will re-
main basically stable.

In an interview with journal-
ists, State Councillor Zhang
Jingfu stressed that keeping
market price basically stable is
the unshakable -policy of the
government. The retail prices for
other industrial and agricultural
goods listed by the state should
not be raised. Cases of indis-
criminate price increases in vio-
lation of the state decision will
be dealt with by disciplinary
measures.

Beijing Review, No. 5
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Beijing’s pilot project in commerce

A pilot project for a responsi-
bility system of management
was launched in about 400
state and collectively owned
shops, department stores and
service establishments along
Beijing’s Qianmen and Xidan
Streets this month.

The project is designed to
eradicate the practice of “‘shar-
ing food from the same big
pot,”” that is, the equal distribu-
tion of materials and resources,
irrespective of the enterprises’
business practices or the con-
tributions of individuals,

Qianmen and Xidan Streets,
altogether 7.5 kilometres long,
are two of the capital’s down-
town areas. The success or
failure of this project will in-
fluence the reform of the com-
mercial system throughout the
city.

Establishments involved in the
"project include general mer-
chandise, garment, non-staple
food and household necessities
stores, groceries and catering,

repairing and service establish-
ments.

Cinemas, bookshops, drug
stores, furniture shops and
shops selling certain industrial
products along the two streets
are not included in this pro-
gramme.

The forms of the new man-
agement system vary according
to the size and management
characteristics of the establish-
ment.

Some smaller shops simply
pay income taxes and are re-
sponsible for their own profits
and losses.

Some shops sign a contract
guaranteeing the state a fixed
sum, and keep half the profits
they earn over that sum.

The catering and service es-
tablishments pay the state 20
per cent of their profits as in-
come taxes and keep the other
80 per cent for themselves.

Under the new management
system, the principle of distri-

The Xidal.l Food Markef, the largest of its kind in Beijing, has opened
more service windows atter adopting the management responsibility system.
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bution “‘to each according to his
work” is practised. Individuals
receive larger bonuses if the
shop makes more profits. Shops
that fail to fulfil their contracts
for basic quotas cut their staff
bonuses proportionately or use
up to 20 per cent of each staff
member’s basic wage to make
up the unfulfilled sum.

These varied forms of respon-
sibility system are aimed at in-
creasing the state revenue, pro-
tecting consumers and increas-
ing the income of both the col-
lectives and individuals.

The new management system
will also help increase economic
results and improve service.

Beginning in February, simi-
lar projects will be implemented
in various other districts and
counties of the capital.

First highway on

Tianshan Mountains

The first highway to cross the
previously impassable snow-cap-
ped Tianshan Mountains in the
Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous
Region is basically completed.

The asphalted road — 532-km
long and six-metre wide — runs
from Dushanzi, a new oil city
north of the mountains, to
Kuga, a fruit centre on the an-
cient Silk Road south of the
range.

Previously it took nearly four
days to transport oil by truck
from Dushanzi to Kuqa on a
circuitous 1,014-km route via
Urumqi and Korla. The new
highway which cuts the distance
in half has reduced the travel
time to a little more than one
day.



= New Highway

The
greater access to the mineral
resources along the route such

highway will allow

as gold, petroleum, coai and iron
as well ‘as simplifying transport
of farm products, fruits, medi-
cine and timber. Opening this
route will greatly aid the ex-
change of goods between
northern and southern Xin-
jiang, which are separated by
the Tianshan Mountains.

The highway, which was be-
gun in 1974, crosses three rivers
and tunnels through three
mountains. The longest tunnel
is 1,897 metres. Most of the
road is between 1,000 and 3,500
metres above sea level.

Soong Ching Ling science park planned

The Soong Ching Ling Foun-
dation will build a children’s
science park. This was decided
at its first council meeting in
December.

Established in the capital on
May 29, 1982, exactly one year
after the death of the first Hon-
orary President of the state,
the foundation is pledged to
carry on its namesake’s work.
Honorary President Soong Ching
Ling, the widow of Sun Yat-sen,
dedicated her life to children’s
welfare, promoting friendship
with foreign countries and
world peace.

The foundation was initiated
by Deng Xiaoping and other
Chinese leaders.

- The planned children’s science
park will be named after Soong
Ching Ling and located in Yu-
yuantan Park in western Bei-
jing. Donations from China and
abroad have already begun to
pour in.

As soon as the plan was made
public, the Ministry of Space
Industry said it will donate
one fighter plane and one heli-
copter to the park. Dr. Lynne
Belaief, an American professor
of philosophy at the City Uni-
versity of New York, imme-
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diately sent a donation through
the Bank of China. Paul T.K.
Lin, a relative of Soong Ching
Ling, and others have so
far collected US$200,000 from
their friends in the United States
and Canada. Lin also has sent
the foundation a series of chil-
dren’s science films.

Other donations and letters
came from teachers, workers
and cadres. After he heard the
news over the radio, Huang
Wenhua, a Shanghai govern-
ment worker lost no time in
sending 100 yuan to the founda-
tion.

Wang Yongdui, a worker at
a Tianjin instrument and meter-
making factory, contributed
2,000 yuan to express his respect

Soong Ching Ling Foundation
emblem.

and admiration for Scong Ching
Ling and his support for the
popularization of science among
children. He said he has asked
his kinsfolks in Taiwan to
support the project.

Lin Qiyuan, a primary school
teacher in Fujian Province’s
Minhou County, has a monthly
income of only 50 yuan. But as
he works with children, he sent
10 yuan to show his support for
the park.

Zhou Baohong, a student of
Kunming Teachers’ College,
wrote the foundation that he
was very happy to learn about
its decision. He donated 50
yuan, a reward he had received
for his help in arresting a crim-
inal, for the training of succes-
sors to the future of the mother-
land.

The largest donations so far
were two 10,000 yuan sums, one
from Huang Zhicheng, a Kuo-
mintang major who crossed
over to the mainland in 1981
and the other from Fang Zheng
of Shenyang.

Handicapped people

cared for in China

Although handicapped people
in China face many difficulties,
government regulations ensure
them work and educational op-
portunities like other people.

Included in the designation of
handicapped people are the
blind, deaf and mute and men-
tally retarded. It is reported
that more than 100,000 hand-
icapped people are employed
by people’s governments at
various levels and receive equal
pay for equal work.

Factories and workshops run
specially for the handicapped

Beijing Review, No. 5
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Chinese leaders praise Sino-Yugoslav relations

Hu Yaobang spoke highly of
the friendship and co-opera-
tion between China and
Yugoslavia. He said that
friendly relations between the
two Parties and two countries
have developed very well. “We
share identical views on many
issues,” Hu said, “the relation-
ship between us is one of gen-
uine equality and comrade-
ship, I'm convinced that the
friendly relations, including
economic co-operation, between
our two countries will make
further progress.”

The General Secretary of the

Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party of China made
these remarks on January 16
when he met with a delegation
of the Yugoslav Federal As-
sembly led by its President,
Raif Dizdarevic. The delegation
paid a friendship visit to China
from January 13 to 20.

In his talks with Raif Diz-

darevic, Wei Guoqing, Vice-
Chairman of the Standing
Committee of the National

People’s Congress, said: “Sino-
Yugoslav relations have entered
a new stage of all-round de-
velopment since President Tito’s

China visit in 1977. Co-opera-
tion has been going very well.
The relationship between our
two countries is based on
mutual respect, equality and
mutual benefit, and prospects
for the future are broad.” He
said that China firmly stands on
the side of the third world coun-
tries, and the non-aligned and
developing countries, and that
China consistently supports
Yugoslavia’s non-aligned policy
and sincerely hopes that Yu-
goslavia will play a greater
role in the non-aligned move-
ment.

are tax exempt. They produce
about one thousand products,
including electronic and chemi-

. cal industrial products, machine
parts, instruments and meters,
light and textile industrial
products, hardware, handicrafts
and sundries.

About 1,300 blind people are
engaged in medical work, For
instance, many trained. blind
people work in a massage hos-
pital where they have success-
fully treated diseases such as

sciatica, acute sprains and
gastroptosis.
Handicapped people in the

rural areas are also given the
opportunity to work. They are
placed in sideline production
Jjobs or other light work in small
industrial enterprises.

Relief funds are provided by
the government for handicapped
people who are unable to work
and have no one to sup-
port them. The government
also provides education for
handicapped children. The re-
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cently founded national special
educational research society is
considering the problems of
special education. China now
offers courses in 302 blind-
deaf-mute schools with an en-
rolment of 33,200.

US trade controls
draw response

China will immediately stop
approving any new contracts
for importing cotton, chemical
fibres or soybeans from the
United States and reduce its
planned imports of other US
agricultural produce this year.

This announcement was made
on January 19 by Shen Jueren,
Director of the Foreign Trade
Administration under the
Ministry of Foreign Economic
Relations and Trade, after the
US authorities announced on
January 13, 1983, unilateral con-
trols on China’s textile exports
to that country despite China’s
repeated objections.

The new US controls on
China’s textile export cover as
many as 32 categories, 14 were
already limited through past
agreement. The other 18 are
newly restricted.

Quotas on the categories
restricted by past agreement
were reduced by nearly 30 per
cent through unilateral US con-
trols. The quotas on the major
category of Chinese textile ex-
ports were cut by as much as 45
per cent. In the newly restricted
categories, the quotas set by the
United States are 16 per cent
lower than the present level of
Chinese exports.

The 1980 Sino-US agreement
on textile trade, the first be-
tween the two countries, expired
at the end of 1982, and should
have been replaced with a new
agreement. But talks, including
the fourth round held recently
in Beijing, ended unsuccessiully
as a result of deliberate US acts
of discrimination and restriction
towards China (see issue No. 4,
p. 10).
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Moscow-Bonn
Gromyko’s ‘peace

N OVIET Foreign Minister

Andrei Gromyko concluded
his three-day visit to West Ger-
many on Jan. 19. It was the
first tour by a Soviet leader to
a Western country after the new
Soviet leadership came to power
last November, and it followed
the recent arms reduction pro-
posals of Soviet leader Andro-
pov.

Year of the Euro-Missile

The aim of Gromyko’s tour
focused on the question of Euro-
missile reduction. According to
NATO’s 1979 “two-track” deci-
sion, if the United States and the
Soviet Union fail to reach an
agreement on medium-range
missile reduction in Europe,
NATO will begin to deploy 572
Pershing II and cruise missiles
in five West European countries
by the end of this year, most of
which will be deployed in West
Germany.

1983 is being called the year
of the ‘“Euro-missile.” Recent
NATO and Warsaw Pact actions,
and the superpower rivalry, all
revolve arcund the missile issue.
To upset the Western plan, the
new Soviet leadership recently
put forward a series of “peace”
proposals. On Dec. 21, it agreed
to reduce its missiles in Europe
to the number of missiles pos-
sessed by the British and French
if the United States gives up the
planned deployment of medium-
range missiles. Then, the Jan.
5 statement of the Warsaw
Pact summit held in Prague
called for a non-aggression
treaty between the Warsaw Pacl
and NATO. The Western press
suggests that Moscow has now
launched a carefully planned
“peace offensive.”
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offensive’ visit

Soviet leaders regard West
Germany’s rising peace move-
ment and the coming March
general elections as “positive
factors.” Thus this country is
considered the most importani
target for the Soviet “peace
offensive.”

During his talks with West
German leaders, Gromyko re-
stated Soviet disarmament pro-
posals and once again rejected
the US “zero option” proposal.
Chancellor Helmut Kohl made
it clear that his country con-
tinues to back the US ‘‘zero
option” plan and NATO’s “two-
track” decision. West Germany
welcomed the Soviet proposals
with reservations, but demand-
ed that Moscow clarify certain
questions.

Dividing the Western Alliance

It is evident that there are
reasons for these Soviet ges-
tures. First, the deadline for the
US missile deployment plan is

approaching. Since the United
States put forward its ‘“zero
option’ proposal in 1981, talks
between Washington and Mos-
cow have been deadlocked. The
economic recession, the mount-
ing anti-nuclear movement, and
the political instability in West-
ern Europe, and the serious dif-
ferences between the United
States and the West European
countries over the issues of
trade, the  Soviet-European
natural gas pipeline deal and
policies towards the Soviet
Union have all contributed to
the split in the Western alliance.
Western Europe is now also
worried that Washington will
not reach agreement with Mos-
cow on nuclear arms reduction.
Therefore, differences between
Washington and the West Euro-
pean countries on the “zero
option” proposal emerged at the
end of last year. Moscow saw
this as a good chance to sow dis- -
cord in the Western alliance and
to extend its influence in West-
ern Europe.

With the change in the leader-
ship of the West German gov-
ernment and the rise of Chan-

-

Rumour That China Trades With
South Africa Refuted

CHAIRMAN of the UN Special Committee Against Apartheid
Yusuf Maitama-sule in his statement of January 20 said that
stories that China has sold enriched uranium to South Africa

have proved to be a blatant lie.

The statement was contained in a press release issued by
the special committee on January 20 in response to a letter ad-
dressed by Chinese Permanent Representative to the United Na-
tions Ling Qing on January 19 on allegations that China was

trading with South Africa and supplying it

uranium.

with enriched

Ling Qing reiterated in his letter to Mr. Maitama-sule that
“China supports the position and demand of the African coun-
tries and the special committee regarding comprehensive sanc-
tions against the South African authorities, and refuses to have
any political, economic, trade or cultural relations with South

Africa, directly or indirectly.”

-—— —

——

.

i
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cellor Helmut Kohl, chairman of
the Christian Democratic Union,
last September, the pro-US con-
servative forces have been
strengthened. Since Moscow is
not sure of the new govern-
ment’s intentions the Soviet
leaders have been giving much
attention to West Germany.

In the past year, the debate
among the various West German
political forces over the issue of
the NATO missile deployment
plan and the US “zero option”
proposal has intensified. Earlier,
the three major political parties

had agreed to NATO’s decision .

and the US proposal, but now
the Social Democratic Party and
Free Democratic Party have
changed their positions. When
former Chancellor Schmidt an-
nounced his early resignation,
the forces opposing the missile
deployment, headed by Willy
Brandt of the Social Democratic
Party, gained the upper hand.
Hans-Jochen Vogel, the newly
nominated candidate running
for Chancellor in the forth-
coming general elections; upon
returning from his visit to the
Soviet Union. expressed his
opposition to deploying new
missiles in West Germany. This
situation has put a great deal of
pressure on the West German
Government and its main party,
the Christian Democratic Union.

Carrot-and-Stick Tactic

West Germany occupies an
important position in Moscow’s
foreign policy. The Soviet Union
has always used the carrot-and-
stick tactic in dealing with the
Federal Government. During
his recent wvisit, Gromyko
advanced two innovations in
Soviet arms proposals, trying to
appease West Germany. He said,
if NATO scraps its missile de-
pioyment plan, Moscow is pre-
pared to destroy some of the
Soviet SS-20 missiles and move
others to more distant parts of
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the Soviet Union from which
they could no longer reach the
countries of the Western Europe.
At the same time, Gromyko
stressed the need to strengthen
Soviet-West German relations
and bilateral economic trade.
He warned that if NATO refuses
to abandon the missile deploy-
ment plan, West Germany will
become embroiled in the nuclear
confrontation between the two
Superpowers.

Like Brezhnev's 1981 visit,
Gromyko’s tour of Bonn was
made on the eve of the resump-
tion of disarmament talks be-
tween Washington and Moscow.
Though Gromyko made a
number of speeches and gestures
on disarmament, Moscow has
not made any essential conces-
sions. Western Europe, as the
West German and other West
European press pointed out, is
still subject to the Soviet
nuclear threat.

— Jiang Jianguo

Japan-US$S
Nakasone-Reagan
summit talks

HE four-day (Jan. 17-20)

Washington visit by Japa-
nese Prime Minister Yasuhiro
Nakasone provided an oppor-
tunity for the two sides to re-
affirm their “alliance relation-
ship” without solving many of
their differences on trade and
defence issues.

Nakasone’s US trip came
when relations between the two
countries were described as the
worst since the war. Before em-
barking, Nakasone, who took
office about two months ago,
adopted a series of measures to
mend the strained relations.

The measures included further
opening Japan’s market to US
exports. The Nakasone cabinet
has announced that it will cut
tariffs on 108 commodities, in-
crease quotas for six others in-
cluding cigarettes, and simplify
import formalities for some
more.

In the field of defence, Japan,
pressed by Washington to
further expand its armed forces
and to assume more military
duties, has decided to increase
its 1983 defence spending by 6.5
per cent over last year and to
approve transfer of its military
technology to the United States.

“Alliance Relationship”

The outstanding feature of the
US-Japan summit talks was
that both sides emphasized their
“relations of alliance.” Speak-
ing at a news conference in
Washington, Nakasone said: “I
said Japan will be defending our
own archipelago, utilizing fully
the security treaty with the
United States. But I did em-
phasize that our defence posture
will always be on the basis of,
and within the spirit of, the con-
stitution of Japan.”

In a statement on his talks
with Nakasone, President
Reagan praised the prime
minister on defence and said
Japan ‘is now willing to do
more to share in the burden of
peace and stability.”

What is noteworthy is that
Nakasone went a step further
than his predecessors on the
topic of Japan-US alliance,
While former Prime Minister
Masayoshi Ohira mentioned
Japan-US ‘‘alliance” during his
trip to Washington in 1980 and
former Prime Minister Zenko
Suzuki referred to ‘“‘relations of
alliance” in 1981 when he visit-
ed the United States, Nakasone
stressed that the two countries

11
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are “a destiny community on
both sides of the Pacific.” He
also said in unequivocal terms
that the Japan-US relations of
alliance involve military aspects.

In an exclusive interview with
the Washington Post on January
18, Nakasone reportedly said
that Japan must become a huge
fortress, “like an unsinking air-
craft carrier,” to resist the in-
filtration of Soviet Backfire
bombers.

He described this as Japan’'s
first defence goal, the report
said. The country’s second goal
is to gain complete and full con-
trol of the four straits around
the Japanese archipelago, in
order to prevent the passage of
Soviet submarines and other
naval warships. The third goal
is to ensure and maintain the
ocean lines of communications.

These remarks touched off
strong reactions from Japanese
media and opposition parties.
Many were unhappy with Naka-
sone’s statement that Japan
would lean on the United States.
The prime minister can be ex-
pected to be questioned on
defence matters in the parlia-
ment.

Trade Frictions Remain

Although Washington wel-
comed Tokyo’s trade liberaliza-
tion measures announced prior
to Nakasone’s visit, US officials
insisted that Japan has a long
way to go to provide the kind
of access to its market that
Japanese and other foreign
products enjoy in the United
States.

On the issue of Japan’s im-
ports of US beef and citrus
fruits, a symbol of Japan-US
trade frictions, Washington
openly expressed dissatisfaction

12

with Nakasone, who expressed
nothing more definite than a
willingness to hold further
negotiations.

It is estimated that the 1982
trade imbalance will be US$20
billion in Japan’s favour. Even
if the issue of free imports of
US beef and oranges is resolved,
these items would involve only
several hundred million US
dollars and could not change the
tremendous trade imbalance be-
tween the two countries. One
Japanese official said trade fric-
tions will remain as long as
there is no quick US economic
“recovery.”’

However, Prime Minister Na-
kasone’s Washington trip has
somewhat restored Japan-US
relations. With the two super-
powers, the United States and
the Soviet Union, locked in an

increasingly fierce rivalry in the
Asian and Pacific region, Wash-
ington is paying greater atten-
tion to the strategically impor-
tant position held by Japan. At
the same time, Tokyo needs the
United States to ensure its
security.

The two need each other,
politically and strategically. So,
in spite of their emotion-charged
trade frictions and differences
on defence matters at present
and in the future, their inter-
dependence will not change.

Now the concern is whether
the military element in the
Japan-US alliance will be ex-
panded, how much it will be ex-
panded and what impact it will
have on the Asian and Pacific
region. This question warrants
close attention.

— Sun Dongmin

Britain-Denmark

Conflict over fishing rights

HE British-Danish conflict

over fishing rights has heat-
ed up anew since the beginning
of 1983.

On January 6, the British
Royal Navy searched and took
into custody a Danish trawler
in waters northeast of Britain,
arrested its captain, Kent Kirk,
a member of the European Par-
liament, and fined him 30,000
pounds.

Long-Standing Dispute

Disputes over fishing rights
within the European Economic
Community date back many
years. Most EEC members are
coastal countries with develop-
ed fishing industries. In addi-

tion to fishing in their own
coastal waters, the fishing fleets
of each country used to fish in
the higher latitudes of the
Atlantic Ocean. After 1975 when
Norway and Iceland banned the
fishing fleets of EEC member
states, they assembled to catch
fish in the North Sea off Britain
where they netted two-thirds of
the total EEC catch. Britain is
quite rich in fish resources, but
as the fish resources have been
depleted, it has implemented a
series of protectionist measures.
In 1975 Britain announced a
special fishing zone and placed
strict limits on the valuable cod
and mackerel catch of other
EEC countries. This evoked
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complaints from West Germany,
France and Denmark.

In 1970 the EEC countries
signed a fishing agreement
specifying that the then six EEC
members could freely enter the
sovereign waters of other
member states to catch fish. On
January 1, 1973 when Britain,
Ireland and Denmark joined the
EEC, this agreement was re-
vised to state that after 10 years
(beginning in  1983) every
member state might freely enter
the waters of other member
states to catch fish. In the
period 1973-82 Britain maintain-
ed a 12-mile fishing zone. The
10-year EEC.fishing agreement
expired. Before the December
31, 1982 fulfilment of this 10-
year EEC agreement, the heads
of state and fishing ministers of
the EEC countries held mar-
athon negotiations that finally
reached a new fishing accord on
December 21 last year. The ac-
cord specifies that other member
states may enter Britain’s 12-
mile fishing zone with permis-
sion, It also fixes fishing quotas
for each EEC member. Within
three years the EEC is to give
Britain. more than US$220 mil-
lion as a financial grant.

New Fishing Accord Opposed

The Danish Government has
opposed this new fishing accord.
Denmark has one of the 10
largest fishing industries in the
world and ranks first in the
EEC. The Danish Government
claimed that the percentage
allotted it was too small. It
demanded an increase from 23.5
per cent to 30 per cent. And it
also asked Britain to allow it to
catch sprat in the waters off
the Shetland Islands, because
this is its traditional fish export
product.

Before the EEC meeting at
which the new fish accord was
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signed, Danish Prime Minister
Poul Schluter paid a special
visit to Britain in the hope that
Britain would compromise on
these two questions, but his pro-
posal was rejected.

On January 1 of this year
Britain announced that Danish
fishing trawlérs could not enter
British coastal waters. The Dan-
ish Government does not rec-
ognize the new fishing accord
and believes that as of 1983 it
should be able to freely enter
the British fishing zone in ac-
cordance with the previous 10-
year agreement. The Western
press said that the sea conflict
of January 6 had been expected.
The provocative Danish action
was designed to attract interna-
tional attention.

Following the “mutton war”
and ‘“wine war,” the fishing dis-
pute between Britain and Den-
mark represents yet another
conflict of economic interests
within the EEC. This indicates
the difficulties facing the EEC’s
attempt to achieve economic
unity during a period of eco-
nomic depression.

— Zheng Yuanyuan

Korea

Proposal for a
conference

HE Workers’ Party of Korea

and 20 other organizations
of north Korea issued a joint
statement on January 18 in
Pyongyang proposing a joint
conference of all political par-
ties and public organizations
from both northern and south-
ern Korea to end the US mili-
tary presence in the south.

The US military presence in
south Korea, the statement said,
constitutes an outrageous inter-
ference in the country’s inter-
nal affairs and is the root cause
of the tragic split of the Korean
nation and the main obstacle to
its reunification.

“It is none other than the US
imperialists who have thrown
cold blankets over the earnest
wish of our people for reunifi-
cation, fostered confrontation
and antagonism between north
and south, and barred the re-
unification of our country,” the
statement said.

A UN resolution passed at the
world body’s 30th General As-
sembly in 1975 called for with-
drawal of foreign troops from
south Korea so that the armis-
tice agreement could be replac-
ed by a peace agreement. How-
ever, the US Government,
which regards south Korea as
one of its strategic bases in
East Asia and maintains its
policy of long-term control, has
since refused to implement the
resolution.

Strengthened US military co-
operation with the south
Korean authorities can only
further split Korea as a nation
without contributing anything
to the stability of the peninsular
or the peaceful reunification of
Korea.

Therefore, as the statement
emphatically pointed out, re-
unification necessitates first of
all the withdrawal of US troops
from south Korea, and a north-
south dialogue should, first of
all, include the issue of US
troop pullout.

The Chinese people firmly
support the statement. Wash-
ington should carry out the 30th
UN General Assembly’s resolu-
tion and withdraw all its troops
from south Korea.

— Geng Yu
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Premier Zhao on His African Tour

In a January 16 interview with Chinese
journalists at the Chinese Embassy in Kenya,
Premier Zhao summed up his 11-nation African
tour. He appraised his trip, examined the
current situation in Africa and discussed rela-
tions between China and the African countries.
Following are excerpts of his remarks. — Ed.

HE visit was successful and fruitful. This is

not rhetoric, but a summary that conforms
to actual conditions. In my exchange of views
with the leaders of 11 African nations on in-
ternational and bilateral problems, there was
common ground on a series of issues.

We agreed on opposition to imperialism,
colonialism and racism; opposition to big
powers’ dominationt over small countries and
their power politics; defence of world peace;
strengthening  unity among the third world
countries; reforming the unjust and unreasona-
ble old international economic order; taking
practical measures to establish a new interna-
tional economic order and developing South-
South co-operation. and showing willingness to

General Secretary Hu Yaobang and other Party and state leaders
welcome Premier Zhao Ziyang’'s return at Beijing Airport.
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actively develop mutual relations. Such common
ground forms the basis for further co-ordination
of action.

The visit fulfilled its purpose as defined by
the Central Committee of the Chinese Com-
munist Party and the State Council: to improve
understanding, friendship, solidarity and co-
operation, and to learn from the African people.

In Africa, people are fighting for indepen-
dence, unity and development. When examining
the situation in Africa, we must take these three
things into account.

Situation in Africa

During the past 20 years or so, the national-
liberation movement engulfed Africa. There
were only a few independent states when the
Asia-African Conference was held in 1955. Now
there are more than 50. The national-liberation
movement in Africa has gained major and
decisive victories although the struggle is far
from over. The Namibian and South African
peoples are waging arduous struggles for in-
dependence and freedom. These
are the final struggles that will
destroy the remaining bastions
of imperialism, colonialism and
racism in Africa. They have
won support from the entire
African people. We will con-
tinue to show concern and sup-
port for their struggles.

Those countries which have
won independence are con-
solidating their political inde-
pendence. Unity, first of all, is
a must for consolidating inde-
pendence. It is understandable -
that there are still some
problems left over by history
among the African countries
which had been under imperial-
ist and colonialist domination
for centuries. It is also under-
standable that with different
conditions, African countries
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A Successful Visit

® Zhao Ziyang’s trip, the second visit to
Africa by a Chinese Premier since Zhou Enlai
travelled there in the 60s, was an important mile-
stone in the history of Sino-African relations.

o Developing friendly relations with African
countries has always been an extremely im-
portant part of China’s foreign policy. In to-
day’s international climate, unity and co-opera-
tion between China and the African countries
are of tremendous significance for the defence
of world peace.

¢ The Chinese Government and people firmly
support the African countries and people in
their struggle for economic independence
and their efforts to establish a new international
economic order, just as they supported the
African countries’ struggles for pclitical in-
dependence in the 1950s and 60s.

e The four principles for economic and
technological co-operation between China and
the African countries— equality and mutual
benefit, emphasis on practical results, adoption
of varied forms, and mutual development — com-
pletely conform with the basic interest of China
and the African countries and will greatly help
open up new spheres of economic and techno-
logical co-operation between China and Africa.
China will apply these principles in developing
South-South co-operation with other third world
countries.

e China will never seek hegemony, nor will
it seek a so-called leadership position, China
seeks only the equal participation in interna-
tional affairs of all countries, big or small, weak
or strong, and their friendly and peaceful
coexistence. The success of Premier Zhao’s
visit marks the victory of this spirit of equality.

(Excerpts from ‘“Renmin Ribao”
January 20 editorial)

are adopting different policies, domestic and
foreign, since their independence.

The problem is that things become
complicated when the superpowers poke their
noses into them.

Through the joint efforts of the African
countries, the Organization of African Unity
(OAU) was set up in 1983. In the past 20 years,
it has been a symbol of African solidarity. But
it has faced great difficulties in recent years
as a result of disputes within the organization.

I was gratified by the fact that the leaders
of the African states I met all expressed their
opposition to a split and showed a desire for
unity. African unity is indeed most important
because it is not only a weapon for winning
national independence but also a guarantee for
consolidating national independence.

In my view, the OAU’s difficulties can be
overcome so long as the African brothers take
the interests of the whole into account, conduct
patient consultations, and seek common ground
while reserving differences.

Political independence must be backed by
economic independence. The African countries
I visited have achieved great economic successes.
In my entourage, not a few comrades who pre-
viously had visited Africa said that the face of
Africa has undergone tremendous changes.
National economies and educational and cultural
undertakings have developed, and living
standards have risen.
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Of course, these countries have encountered
difficulties to varying degrees. As they strive
to develop and advance they are bound to meet
with difficulties. Some developed nations have
shifted economic crises on to them, thus ag-
gravating their difficulties.

In response, they are assessing their
experiences-in order to alter policies to make
them more suitable for their concrete conditions.
China’s experience suggests that these efforts
will certainly bring about positive results.

On the other hand, the African countries,
along with other developing nations, are strong-
ly demanding the reform of the old interna-
tional economic order and are promoting South~
South co-operation. We should firmly support
and co-operate with them. South-South co-
operation is very important and of broad stra-
tegic significance.

Africa is a vast continent with rich
resources. The African people are highly
capable and prospects for Africa’s construction
are bright.

Sino-African Friendly Co-operation
I was deeply impressed by China’s excellent
image in Africa. African leaders told me that
China is seen as their friend in need; a reliable,
(Continued on p. 24.)
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Chinese-Type Modernization (4)

Two Keys to Industrial Development

by Zhang Shuguang*

HINA intends to quadruple the gross annual

value of its industrial and agricultural pro-
duction and achieve a relatively comfortable
standard of living in the two decades between
1981 and the end of this century., This will re-
quire a 7.2 per cent average annual growth rate
in industrial and agricultural output. As the
leading factor in the national economy, industry
must have an even larger growth.

third factor was the huge waste of energy due
to inefficient old equipment in the enterprises
and to bad management.

The energy shortage has idled around 20
per cent of the industrial equipment in the last
few years, resulting in an annual loss of 70,000
million yuan in industrial output value. Many
enterprises were forced to determine their out-
put quotas based on how much energy they

could get.

However, energy is in short
supply and transport is not well
developed. Moreover, much of

the industrial technology and and technical

production equipment is out-

Energy, transport

This already has come to
the attention of the government.
Energy development is now re-
garded as strategic to the

dated. transformation of overall development of the

Solving these problems are ex:stmg enterp"ses
are the key links to

“tigers” are among the reasons developing C hina's Thus

the keys to a sustained develop-
ment of China's industry. These

for China's slow industrial de-

velopment now and in the near National economy.

future.

national economy.

Formulating Energy Policy.
China has large coal reserves
and rich water power resources.
for a period of time
in future, priority will be given
to opening more coal mines

Although they are combined in our national
planning, for clarity’s sake I'll deal with the
subjects of energy and transport under separate
subheads in this article.

Energy

China’s total 1981 energy output was 632
million tons of standard coal, 13 time the 1952
figure (shortly before the First Five-Year Plan).
The average annual rate of increase has been
9.3 per cent. The pace is not slow, I would say.

However, problems exist. Energy supply
has become a pressing problem since the 70s.
It has become a weak link in the development
. of China’s national economy, in part because of
our previous inconsistent energy policy, one-
sided focus on extraction and neglect of explora-
tion. These resulted in disproportionate rela-
tions between mining and tunnelling and be-
tween oil extraction and increasing our known
reserves. In addition, the scale of national
construction has been small in recent years
because of the state’s economic difficulties. A

* The author is a staff member of the Economic
Research Centre under the State Council.
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and more water power re-
sources. Oil and natural gas exploration and
exploitation will be systematically pursued, and
nuclear energy and other new types of energy
resources also will be developed.

Furthermore, some concrete policies have
been set forth, such as incentives for localities
to open more local coal mines, and guarantees
that if an area builds a small hydropower
station, it will benefit from it, and no others
will have the right to use it unless they pay.

Increasing Iavestment. During the period of
the Sixth Five-Year Plan (1981-85), the state
will allocate nearly 60,000 million yuan, one-
fourth of the total budget for capital construc-
tion, to the exploitation of energy.

It has been decided that within the three
years starting from 1983, a 20,000 million yuan
construction fund for energy and transport will
be raised by the localities and enterprises.
Localities and enterprises will be helped to
put the funds they collected into energy and
transport construction,
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Investment from foreign companies and in-
dividuals will be utilized through joint ventures.

Accelerating Construction. During the Sixth
Five-Year Plan, China will begin to build 28
new large coal mines, each with an annual
capacity of over one million tons. Coupled with
the output from new small and medium-sized
mines, this eventually will increase the total
annual capacity of China’s coal industry to 220
million tons. It is estimated that production
capacity will increase by 80 million tons before
the end of 1985, while an extra 140 million tons
will be attained during the Seventh Five-Year
Plan (1986-90).

At present, we are concentrating on exploit-
ing the coal reserves in Shanxi, northeast China,
Inner Mongolia, and western Henan, and
developing coalfields in Shandong, Jiangsu,
Anhui and Guizhou Provinces. We are opening
large open-pit mines in Huolinhe, Yiminhe,
Pingshuo, Yuanbaoshan and Jungar. (See map.)

In the same period, we will build power
stations that will generate a total of 36.6 million
kw, with an estimated 12.9 million kw available
before the end of 1985.

XINJIANG
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\]) Beijing

@ Tianjin

@ Shanghal

1. Huolinhe 2. Yiminhe
5. Jungar 6. Datong
9. Apshan 10. Baotou
13. Qingdao 14. Shijiusuo
17. Zhanjiang 18. Hangzhou
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During the Sixth Five-Year Plan, oil pro-
duction capacity will increase by 35 million tons
and natural gas by 2,500 million cubic metres.
China is currently co-operating with foreign
countries to exploit offshore oilfields. By the
latter half of the 80s, China’s crude oil output
is expected to be on the increase. Before 1985,
our annual oil output will be maintained at 100
million tons.

Experts estimate that after two five-year
plans, China’s energy supply will gradually meet
the needs of the national economy. By that
time, China’s industrial development will be
accelerated.

Because of various limitations, development
of China’s energy industry will not be very
rapid. By the end of this century, China’s total
energy output is expected only to double from
more than 600 million tons in 1980 to around
1,200 million tons.

Saving Energy and Technical Progress. If
China merely doubles its energy output, how
can it quadruple the gross annual value of in-
dustrial and agricultural production? By sav-

L
Pingshuo 4. Yuanbaoshan
Kailuan 8. Fushun
. Qinhuangdso 12. Dalian
Lianyungang 16. Huangpu
Changchun 20. Harbin
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The newly built Liupanshui Coai Mine in
Guizhou Province.

ing energy and depending on technological
progress.

China’s energy waste is serious. China’s
energy output ranks fourth in the world,
yet its gross national product is eighth be-
cause of its low energy utilization rate, Energy
authorities say that China’s utilization rate is
only 30 per cent, while for industrialized coun-
tries like Japan, it is 57 per cent and the United
States 51 per cent.

In terms of the total output value and na-
tional income produced from consuming one ton
of standard coal, Japan, France and West
Germany are more than five fo six times higher
than China, and India is more than twice
China’s figure.

Domestic per-unit energy consumption also
varies considerably. In 1980, Shanghai consumed
only 29,000 tons to produce 100 million yuan of
value, while Tianjin, Zhejiang and Jiangsu con-
sumed 40,000 to 43,000 tons. The figure for not
a few provinces and autonomous regions is
above 100,000 tons.

Thus, we must raise the energy utilization
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rate of the less- developed provinces and autono-
mous regions and close down a group of outdated
enterprises that contend with advanced enter-
prises for energy and transport facilities. These
measures will move the country’s average
energy consumption towards the level of
Zhejiang. This will reduce the energy con-
sumed in producing a value of 100 million yuan
from 1980’s 91,000 tons to 45,000 tons.

We clearly have a big potential for saving
energy and experience in recent years also in-
dicates that we have the capability as well. (See
Table 1.) More than 60 million tons of energy
have been saved in 1980 and 1981, an important
factor in China’s increased total industrial out-
put value over the last few years, despite the

Energy Consumed to Produce 100 Million
Yuan of Value

Unit: thousand tons

1978 1979 1980 1981

Energy con-
sumption 100.4 94.7 91.0 86.2

slow growth rate for energy. Things will be
much better in the coming three years.

In sum, our response to the energy shortage
is to open new energy rescurces, while simul-
taneously saving energy and increasing our tech-
nological efficiency. These goals conform to
China’s specific conditions. The Chinese people
will surmount all kinds of difficulties to try to
turn the goals into reality.

Transport

Transport and communications is another
key factor which conditions the development of
industry. Although we have achieved a fair
amount in this field (see Table 2), it remains a
weak link in the national economy because it
falls far behind industrial development as a
whole.

Mileage Increases

Unit: thousand km

1949 1980 Percentage
increase
Railway (open
to traffic) 22.0 51.9 136
Highway 80.7 888.2 1,001
Inland water-
ways 73.6 108.5 47
Civil air routes 11.4* 191.6 1,581
Qil pipelines - 8.7 -

* 1950 figure.
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Insufficient transport facilities are also an
important aspect of the current energy shortage.
In 1981, more than 17 million tons of coal were
waiting to be shipped out of Shanxi Province,
one of the country’s major coal producing cen-
tres. Some coal mines fix their production quo-
tas according to the transport capacity.

How will this primitive situation be chang-
ed? The state has listed the development of
energy industry and transport and communica-
tions as strategic forr developing the national
economy. During the Sixth Five-Year Plan,
29,800 million yuan will be invested mainly for
railway and port construction.

Railway. China’s major energy resource is coal,
which mainly is moved by rail. It is estimated
that, by the end of this century, an additional
20,000-30,000 kilometres of railway will be built;
15,000 kilometres double-tracked; 15,000 kilo-
metres of the existing lines electrified, and
steam locomotives be replaced by diesel and
electric ones. These efforts are expected to
increase the railway transport capacity four- to
fivefold.

In the Sixth Five-Year Plan period, we will
build 2,000 kilometres of new railway lines,
double-track 1,700 kilometres and electrify 2,500
kilometres. It is estimated that China’s capacity
to transport coal by rail from the major coal pro-
ducing centres in Shanxi, western Inner Mongo-
lia and Ningxia, will increase from 72 million

tons in 1980 to 120 million tons by 1985. Coal
shipped to the northeast China industrial base
will be at least twice the present level.

Water Transport. China’s 18,000-kilometre
coastline and 430,000 kilometres of inland
water ways provide favourable -conditions for
developing water transportation. Since the
founding of New China, considerable but not
sufficient progress has been made in water
transportation. There are serious shortages of
deep-water berths and inland water transport.

The state has decided to step up port con-
struction and the dredging of inland waterways
and to encourage the localities and enterprises
to build their own ports and establish their own
fleets.

The Sixth Five-Year Plan includes the
building of 132 deep-water berths for 15 coastal
ports, which will increase the handling capacity
of the nations’ seaports by 46 per cent, from 217
million tons in 1980 to 317 million tons in 1985.

At the same time, projects along the Chang-
jiang (Yangtze) River, the Grand Canal and
other inland waterways will be accelerated so as
to achieve marginal growth in the country’s in-
land water transport capacity.

China will build its coast and the Chang-
jlang River into two trunk lines of water trans-
port, one north-south and the other east-west,

A coal dock in Qinhuangdao under construction.




and gradually link them with other rivers to
form a complete water transport network.

Technical Transformation

China has about 400,000 industrial and
transport enterprises. They are the foundation
for continual development of the country’s in-
dustry. However, only 20 per cent of these en-
terprises are equipped with relatively advanced
technology and machinery. In another 20-25
per cent, although the equipment is well main-
tained, the technology is outdated. In the re-
maining 50-60 per cent of the enterprises, not
only is the technology outdated, the equipment
also needs to be replaced.

Neither economic improvement nor indus-
trial development is possible without the tech-
nical transformation of these enterprises.

In deciding the strategic objective of quad-
rupling the gross annual value of industrial and
agricultural production, this great potential was
taken into consideration.

Why not build new enterprises? Of course,
some new enterprises are indispensable. How-
ever, the investment for new enterprises is
much greater than for transforming the exist-
ing enterprises. In future, the development of
China’s industry cannot rely mainly on build-
ing new enterprises and we must concentrate
on renovating the technology of the existing
enterprises and tapping their potential.

Some initial experiments with technical
transformation in the past few years have shown
satisfactory results. For instance, after technical
transformation, the comparable energy consump-
tion for producing one ton of steel at the Shoudu
iron and Steel Company in Beijing was reduced
from 1,247 kilogrammes of standard coal in 1978
to 993 kilogrammes. In 1981, the company hand-
ed to the state 270 million yuan in profits, 50 per
cent more than in 1978. Shanghai has carried ot
technical renovation of all oil-burning heaters
for steel rolling. As a result, the caloricity
rose from the former 30 per cent to 60 per cent,
saving 100,000 tons of crude oil per year.

China is now gradually accelerating tech-
nical transformation. In the Sixth Five-Year
Plan period, the state will invest 130,000 million
yuan for this purpose, 36 per cent of the planned
total investment in fixed assets.

During the period of 1981-85, technical
transformation will be carried out in the two
large iron and steel companies in Anshan and
Baotou, in the Changchun No. 1 Motor Vehicle
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Plant, in pewer equipment manufacturing bases
in Shanghai and Harbin and in the big coal
mines of Datong, Kailuan and Fushun, as well
as in the large caustic soda plants in Tianjin
and four provinces.

The caloricity of China’s equipment is far
less than the developed countries (see Table 3).
Experts calculate that the average caloricity of
China’s 180,000 industrial boilers is just over
50 per cent. If it is raised to the advanced level
of the developed countries through technical
transformation, more than 50 million tons of
standard coal will be saved each year.

Comparison of Caloricity

China Industrially
developed
countries

Thermal power
plants 29%, 35-40%,
Industrial boildrs 56-609, 80%
Furnaces and kilns
for industrial use 20-30% 50-60%,
Home stoves 15-20% 50-609%,
Locomotives 6-8%, 25%,
(steam locomo- (diesel or elec-
tives) tric locomo-
tives)

Therefore, not only must China technically
transform its existing enterprises, but there is
much room for it to do so.

One Chinese economist estimates that
China’s technological level is roughly equivalent
to that of the economically developed countries
at the end of the 1950s and the beginning of the
60s. Thus, by eventual utilization of advanced
Western technology from the 1970s and the early
80s that suit China’s specific conditions, we can
quadruple the gross annual value of our in-
dustrial and agricultural production by 2000.

China is actively introducing foreign
advanced technology. Some have been imported
in the past few years. In the next three years,
several thousand items of advanced technology
will be introduced. In addition, the state will
adopt both administrative and economic means
to stimulate the enthusiasm of the enterprises
and that of our scientists and technicians in
order to maximize their role in technical trans-
formation.

In short, emphasizing on energy and trans-
port and technical transformation of the exist-
ing enterprises will allow us to gradually
accelerate the pace of China’s industrial
development. (I
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The Initial Stage of Communism

Is socialist construction the minimum pro-
gramme of the Chinese Communist Party?
Deng Liqun, a Deputy to the National People’s
Congress and Head of the Propaganda Depart-
ment of the Party Central Committee, address-
ed this question at a panel discussion last
month during the Fifth Session of the Fifth
National People’s Congress. He also discussed the
required conduct for Party members. Following
are excerpts of his speech. — Ed.

VIEWPOINT with some credence that

emerged recently is that the lines, principles
and policies drawn up for socialist construc-
tion, including the strategic goal for the end
of this century, constitute the minimum pro-
gramme of the Chinese Communist Party and
the Chinese people.

At the Threshold of Communism

Although it is senseless to quibble over a
simple choice of words, the assumption under-
lying this concept raises the question of whether
we are capable of correctly summing up and
reflecting the objective processes of our socialist
society. Chairman Mao once metaphorically
compared the Chinese communist movement to
two chapters of an article: the first chapter was
the democratic revolution and the second, the
socialist revolution.

Democratic revolution is our Party’s min-
imum programme; its maximum programme is
socialist revolution carried out to the final
realization of communism. The programme for
democratic revolution, i.e., the minimum pro-
gramme, has long been achieved. The socialist
transformation of the ownership of the means
of production also has been accomplished. At
present, we have entered a new historical pe-
riod. Our task is to build a modern socialist
country with a high level of civilization and
democracy. We have entered a period in which
we will be able to realize the Party’s maximum
programme, It is confusion to describe our pres-
ent programme as the minimum programme.

According to Marxism, socialist society is
not an independent social form; it is a stage in
communist society. It is inappropriate to de-
scribe the general task of the present stage as
the minimum programme.

January 31, 1983

Recently, we criti-
cized the theory that
“communism is dim
and remote.” Some
comrades have argu-
ed that what they
meant was that the
higher stage of com-
munism was dim and
remote. True, it will
require the efforts of
several generations
to reach the higher
stage of communism.
But we must ac-
knowledge that we have entered the initial
stage of communism. If we compare com-
munism to an edifice, then we are now not
roaming outside the gate of the edifice but have
entered it.

Recently I visited a mansion that had nine
successive courtyards. It was quite a distance
from the first gate to the final hall in the last
courtyard. But entering the gate and remaining
outside of it were essentially different.

Then, are there communist factors in this
initial stage of communism? Certainly there
are. Heroes and models like Luo Jianfu and
Jiang Zhuying* have emerged on various
fronts, in whom we can see the glimmerings of
communism, Clarifying our current stage is of
great importance to heightening Party members’
ideological consciousness and strengthening
their conviction in communism.

Hired-Hand Attitude Discarded

Distribution according to work is a social-
ist principle. During the socialist stage, the
developmental level of productive forces only
allows exchanges of an equal amount of labour
among members of society. Labourers’ indivi-
dual income can only be linked with the quan-
tity and quality of work the labourer contrib-
utes to society; it can be disconnected with his
labour only when we reach the higher stage of
communism. Communists have waged persistent
struggle for accurate implementation of the
principle of distribution according to work in

* These two were accomplished middle-aged
scientists and engineers who worked so selflessly
and untiringly that they delayed treatment of
serious diseases. They both died in June 1982 from
overwork.
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China and we will continue to do so. But as
Communist Party members, we should conduct
ourselves on a higher ideological level; we
should not limit ourselves to the principle of
distribution according to work, Becduse we are
the advanced elements of the proletariat and
are fighting for communism, we should, as
Lenin admonished, work voluntarily without
bothering about payment or about how much
work we are assigned.

Marx once said that at the

itself in an individual person and in the
words and deeds of the person who cultivates
it in practice. To judge whether a Communisl
Party member has communist morality or not,
it is necessary, first of all, to see whether he or
she can correctly handle the relationship be-
tween personal interests and the interests of the
Party.

Guard Against Capitalist Corrosion
The stipulation of the Con-

higher stage of communism,

stitution on combating decadent

people would regard labour as
the primary need of life. Are
there many Party members in
our society who feel this way?
Undoubtedly there are. Some
comrades feel it hard to live on

Democratic revolu-
tion is our Party’s
minimum programme;
its maximum

capitalist ideology is very im-
portant. We are pursuing a
policy of opening to the outside
world and of stimulating the
economy at home. Within these
societal changes, Communist

without work and study; they
work day and night and take
pleasure in this. Isn’t this the
primary need of life to them?
In the early post-liberation
days, we criticized the ‘hired-
hand” attitude towards the
country — the attitude of one
who will do no more than he is

programme is socialist
revolution carried

out to the final
realization of
communism.

Party members should maintain
the purity of communism, The
new economic activities that are
permitted by these policies (for
instance, fixing output quotas
for each specialized line of pro-
duction, transporting goods for
sale, individuals hiring a few
helpers, etc. — Ed.) must never
give way to unscrupulous prof-

paid for. Today Communist
Party members should sternly criticize the
hired-hand mentality, because it is incompatible
with being a Party member.

Communist Morality

One opinion is that in socialist society, only
socialist morality, not communist morality,
should be advocated and followed. Exponents
of this view oppose promoting communist
morality in socialist society on the grounds that
trying to force communist morality upon people
transcends the stage of development. However,
it is clear from the history of the communist
movement that this viewpoint is untenable. In
the semi-colonial, semi-feudal societies, and in
capitalist and imperialist societies, our revolu-
tionary leaders, revolutionary forerunners and
revolutionary martyrs were exemplary propo-
nents of communist morality, who required
their own words and deeds to meet these
standards. Is it skipping a stage of development
to set a standard of communist morality for
Communist Party members and other advanced
elements in the initial stage of communist
society?

We should not look upon morality as an ab-
stract or mysterious thing. Morality expresses
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iteering or lawlessness. Com-
munist Party members must never forget that
they are Party members and should therefore
work for common prosperity for the people.
They should not hide facts about their own
business management, including the profits they
have gained, from the Party. They should pay
taxes according to the law.

Some may even choose to pay more mem-
bership dues than are required or to contrib-
ute a portion of their income to help needy
households to develop production. Should
Party members do so? I think so. An outstand-
ing Party member does his or her best to
maintain the purity of communism,

Seek Neither Personal Gain
Nor Privilege

As the Communist Party assumed leader-
ship of the state, many Party members were
installed in leading posts. This represented a
rigorous test for them. Some Party members
failed to pass the test and committed errors.
After the Party came to power, every Party
member faced a great danger. Previously, this
was not an outstanding problem. The danger
was that some Communists would abuse their
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power to seek personal gain and privilege. Most
discussions of the unhealthy Party style and a
lack of a fundamental turn for the better in
-Party style refer principally to this problem.

The assumption of power offers many temp-
tations for misconducts, Not only can those in
leadership seek personal gain and privilege, but
those who are not in leading posts but who
have power in particular fields also can pursue
personal interests and privileges. We should
learn from and be warned by this. Nevertheless,
we cannot agree with the erroneous con-
clusion that once a Communist Party assumes
power, it —not certain individuals, nor small
groups, but the Party as a whole — will essen-
tially turn into its opposite. We do not agree
that the people’s servants automatically turn
into overlords sitting on their backs.

To avoid bureaucracy and degeneration, it
is necessary to maximize inner-Party democ-

Policy Discussion

racy and people’s democracy and to supervise
from below Party organizations and state func-
tionaries at all levels, The new Party Constitu-
tion and the new state Constitution have far
more detailed provisions than previous ones on
inner-Party democracy and the democratic
rights of the people. Each Party member
is duty-bound to guarantee the implementation
of these provisions. The new state Constitu-
tion stipulates that no organization or individual
has the privilege to transgress the Constitution
and the law. Moreover, it is stipulated
in the Party Constitution that no Communist
Party members may seek personal gain
or privilege. Party members are required to
actively implement these stipulations; they must
earnestly accept supervision from the masses
and non-Party people and must never be
special figures alienating themselves from the
masses. Any Party member who violates Party
discipline or state laws must be dealt with
seriously. ]

Is This Way to Wealth Permitted?

SHORT time ago, a debate took place in a

workshop section of the Anshan Iron and
Steel Company, the largest iron and steel base in
China.

The person at the centre of the issue, Xu
Xinfa, 50, is a crane operator in the section. He
was in the spotlight because he quickly built up
a family fortune, although three years ago
everyone knew he was always hard up for
money.

The section’s more than 140 workers held
opposing opinions about Xu’s new-found wealth.
About 60 per cent agreed that Xu’s fortune was
gained legitimately through his family’s hard
work. The other 40 per cent disagreed, fearing
that his example would encourage workers to
line their pockets from outside work while
ignoring their proper occupations.

An Zhide, the section Party branch secre-
tary, decided to take this opportunity to help
workers study the Party’s policies. He led three
workers in an investigation of Xu ZXinfa’s
prosperity.

The investigation report is, briefly, as
follows:

January 31, 1983

In the past, Xu, as a fifth-grade worker (in
an eight-grade wage scale), earned a monthly
wage of less than 90 yuan and supported six
people, including four children who were too
young to work. Furthermore, his eldest daughter
suffers from encephalitis aftereffects, his wife
was in bed with a prolonged illness and he has
chronic stomach trouble. These exacerbated his
financial problems and made it necessary to
receive an annual subsidy of about 80-100 yuan
from the trade union. For years he dreamt of
finding some means to make money and once
became addicted to gambling. But the more
he gambled, the more he lost. His wife’s health
deteriorated and his life became increasingly
unbearable.

The principles and policies formulated at the
Third Plenary Session of the 11th Party Central
Committee in 1978 were the first ray of hope
for solving his problems, With the help of de-
partments concerned, his wife, who had recupe-
rated, was granted a private business license
and started a snack stall with borrowed capital
of 26 yuan. Her moderate profits increased the
family’s income. She began to add more items
to her menu and worked extremely hard from
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early morning until late at night. Concerned
about her health, Xu often lent her a hand after
work and their children also helped out.

Over the last three years, Xu’s wife earned
10,000 yuan (net; after taxes and overhead were
deducted) and his family was better fed and
clothed. They now have a new 16-inch black-
and-white TV set, two bicycles, two wrist-
watches and a set of new furniture, as well as
8,000 yuan savings in the bank.

For some time Xu feared that the Party s
policies might be short-lived and that he might
suffer from doing well. Previously politically
indifferent, Xu now became very interested in
state affairs and tried to keep informed by
listening to the radio, reading newspapers and
watching TV news every day. He became con-
vinced that his wife’s private business was con-
sistent with Party policies that acknowledge
individual economy in China as a supplement

to socialist public ownership, and the work of
individual labourers as necessary to socialist
construetion. To fend off gossip from fellow
workers, he became attentive to his workshop
job, observed labour discipline and completely
gave up gambling.

This investigation report brought the debate
to an end. Those who had held negative views
finally nodded their heads, and all the section
workers have deepened their understanding of
the Party’s policies.

These comments summarize their responses:
Xu’s family became better-off through their
own hard work and is now contributing to the
state instead of applying for financial help
which should be commended. The increased
family income freed Xu from worrying about
his family’s livelihood and he has changed
from a backward worker to a devoted one, for
which he should be praised. O

(Continued from p. 15.)

“all-weather” and real friend. We Chinese
comrades, however, should bear in mind that
the African people are our good friends who
have consistently sympathized with and sup-
ported us.

They had played a major role in having our
seat in the United Nations restored to us. During
the past two or three decades, in spite of the
many great changes in the world and some peo-
ple’s attempts to isolate us, our African friends
have always united with us. Their friendship
with the Chinese people has stood the test of
time as has ours with them. Our African
friends’ kindness and confidence in us indicate
the correctness of the policy for Sino-African
friendship developed by Chairman Mao Zedong
and Premier Zhou Enlai.

When the superpowers attempt to meddle
in Africa, we, as well as the African nations,
insist that African affairs should be settled by
the Africans themselves and oppose any outside
interference.

As we treasure Sino-African friendship, we
shall unswervingly adhere to our policy of Sino-
African friendship and carry it out even more
effectively in today’s new situation.

We must implement the four principles for
China’s economic and technological co-operation
with African countries that we announced
during the visit. These are genuine principles
and they will be effective.
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China also is readjusting its economy and
we have our own difficulties. Are we in a posi-
tion to launch economic and technological co-
operation? In my view, not only can we do it,
but we can do it in a big way. It is precisely
because we have difficulties that we urgently
need mutual help.

The developing nations each have
distinctive economic features, with both
strengths and weaknesses. As long as we
compensate for these weaknesses by exploiting
our strengths, our co-operation will be mutually
beneficial.

We must not strain to do what is beyond
our country’s capabilities, nor do our friends
expect us to do such things. However, if our
friends ask us to do something within our
ability, we should do it enthusiastically. We
should thoroughly study and investigate the
needs of our ‘African friends to determine what
we can do for them. We should stress efficiency,
quality and economic results so that our friends
can benefit and we can make progress as well.

To do a good job of construction at home is
the basis for our work in foreign economic and
technological co-operation.

Our visit was successful and fruitful, and
has achieved the expected purpose. Neverthe-
less, this is merely a beginning. We must work
to further strengthen friendly co-operation
between China and Africa. O
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A Reply to ‘Observer’ in the
Soviet Weekly New Times

THE Soviet weekly New Times recently
published a long article by its “observer”
under the title “What Is the Purpose?”’ While
professing Soviet desires to improve .relations
with China, the article attacks statements of
some Chinese scholars and academic jéurnals
concerning the history of Sino-Russian relations
and the Sino-Soviet border. It accuses them of
wanting to ‘‘misrepresent history,” ‘present
territorial claims on the Soviet Union” and
“Keep the border issue ‘in reserve’ as a ready-
made ‘sure’ expedient for retarding the process
of normalization” of relations between the two
countries.

History after all is history and no one can
change historical facts at will. The history of
Sino-Russian relations, including the evolution
of the boundary issue, has always been the
subject of research and discussions among Chi-
nese historians.

Chinese scholars, with the serious ap-
proach of accepting historical facts, have been
studying it in a scientific and factual way.
To do so is not only their academic vocation but
also their right.

Numerous indisputable historical data and
historical facts testify that in the latter
half of the 19th century and in the early 20th
century when the people of both China and
Russia were poweérless, Tsarist Russia annexed
1.5 million square kilometres of Chinese terri-
tory through a series of unequal treaties im-
posed on China.

Karl Marx, Frederick Engels and Lenin rec-
ognized the historical fact of Tsarist Russian
aggression against China long ago.

Even the Soviet Dictionary of Diplomatic
Relations, published as late as in 1961, acknow-
ledged that the "“‘Sino-Russian Treaty of Pe-
king” is an unequal one.

It is therefore totally groundless for the “ob-
server’ of the New Times, while going to great
lengths in defending Tsarist Russia’s aggres-
sion against China, to blame the academic stud-
ies done in China’s historical circles for violat-
ing Soviet national interests and for being detri-
mental to the Soviet people’s . honour and
dignity.

January 31, 1983

The Soviet weekly still takes and even
flaunts as a credit the inglorious history of
Tsarist Russia’s aggression against China. This
is indeed detrimental to the honour and dignity
of the Soviet people.

The stand of the Chinese Government on
the Sino-Soviet border issue is well known at
home and abroad. China has no territorial
claims whatsoever on the Soviet Union nor does
it demand the return of its territories ceded to
Tsarist Russia under a series of unequal
treaties.

Instead, China desites an overall solution to
the border issue through peaceful negotiations
by taking into consideration the actual condi-
tions, and on the basis of the above-mentioned
treaties. This stand fully conforms to the funda-
mental interests of the Chinese people and the
Soviet people and to the spirit of good
neighbourliness. Anyone free from prejudice
can see for himself that China’s stand is con-
structive and reasonable.

China and the Soviet Union, as two great
neighbouring countries, should live-in friend-
ship. China, on its part, sincerely hopes to see
barriers removed from relations between the
two countries, and will make continuous efforts
towards that end in the belief that the normal-
ization of relations between the two countries
fully corresponds, with the fundamental in-
terests of the Chinese people and the Soviet peo-
ple and will serve peace in Asia and the world.

We have noted that the Soviets have in-
dicated a desire to improve relations with
China and we deem it a good thing that con-
sultations between the two countries recently
began as a result of efforts by both sides. At
such a time, that the “observer” of the New
Times came out with groundless attacks on the
Chinese Government’s principled stand on the
border issue by harping on time-worn tunes in
open defence of Tsarist Russia’s aggression
against China cannot but make one ask: What
is his purpose?

(An abridged translation of an article by the
Commentator of ‘“Shijie Zhishi,” a Chinese
fortnightly on world affairs, issue No.3.)
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FROM THE CHINESE PRESS

Letters to newspapers

Readers’ letters carried in China’s newspapers express
criticisms, proposals and commendations on a multitude of

issues.

Not all letters received are published, but the news-

paper offices forward the letters to the relevant depart-
ments which are urged to handle them appropriately. Fol-

lowing are
Ribao.” — Ed.

RESERVOIRS

letters

Reservoir poliuted

Ours is a county deficient in
water. Whenever sources dried
up during a drought year, the
cQmmunes and - production
brigades had to send large
numbers of people, trucks and
tractors to locate and haul
water dozens of kilometres.

Later, with a total of 710,000
yuan from the county and four
communes, we started building
a reservoir and conveyance
systems in 1972, which were
completed in 1974. This solved
the drinking water problem for
20,000 people and 7,000 draught
animals.

In 1979, the Jinzhong (central
Shanxi) Iron and Steel works
built an ore-dressing centre
upstream. It discharges 70-80
tons of tailings a day and con-
taminates the mountain spring
flowing into the reservoir. In
the past few years, over two-
thirds of the storage capacity
has been filled with silt.
Further, the 200,000 fish we
stocked the reservoir with all
died because of the pollution.

People have repeatedly re-
ported this to the higher
authorities, but the problem re-
mains unresolved. The reservoir
will all be silted up soon. We
appeal to the higher authorities
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“Renmin

to solve our drinking water
problem at an early date.

— Qun Sheng, Yuxian County,
Shanxi Province.

Immediate action

Having read in the news-
papers the urgent appeal about
the polluted reservoir, we have
consulted with leaders of the
provincial environmental pro-
tection bureau and the de-
partment of metallurgical in-
dustry and sent people to
Yuxian County to look into the
matter. Investigations  con-
firmed the validity of the re-
port. We concluded that the

= ————

matter required an immediate
solution, and decided that
another reservoir should be
built in a nearby valley thus
effectively  supplying fresh
drinking water. The prefectural
administrative office has in-
structed the water "resource
bureau to quickly make a sur-
vey, design the reservoir and
draw up a budget estimate,

— The Secretariat of
the Prefectural Ad-

ministrative  Office
of Central Shanxi
Province.

LIBRARIES

Construction delayed

There is not a single public
library in Qinhuangdao with a
population of 380,000.

Before 1966, there was a read-
ing room in the municipal cul-
tural centre. Although it was
simply equipped, it was well
managed. At that time, the city
Party committee attached great

Wastle-waler treatment in the Dalian No. 7 Petroleum Plant has reduced
water pollution and recovered many oil products.
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importance to the reading room
and the mayor was a frequent
visitor. The reading room not
only dispatched people to de-
liver books to reader’s homes,
but also organized storytelling,
scientific lectures and other
activities which were acclaimed
by the citizens.

Since 1976, the reading room
has been turned into @ dormi-
tory for actors, To meet the
needs of Qinhuangdao, there
should be a library with a stock
of 300,000-500,000 books; the
original reading room was too
small. The departments con-
cerned have repeatedly written
applications and urged action,
but the answer was always “the
matter is under review.” In
May 1981, a preparatory office
for construction of the library
was set up and a dilapidated
building with a floor space of
less than 60 square metres was
rented. At present, only 6,000-
plus books are loaned out and
less than 700 library cards have
been issued. The municipal
authorities allocated a sum of
200,000 yuan in 1982 for the
construction of the new library
(the total cost was estimated to
be about 600,000 yuan)., Tt
seemed that the problem would
soon be solved. However, when
it was submitted to the provin-
cial authorities, the matter was
postponed again. While the
construction of Qinhuangdao’s
public library has been slow-
ed, the city has over 100
film projection units, averaging
one for 3,000 citizens. Why
such a disproportion between
libraries and cinemas? To put
it  bluntly, because one is
money-losing and the other is
profitable.

— Zhang Guoying and
Huo Yongcheng, Peo-

ple’s Broadcasting
Station, Qinhuang-
dae.
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Peasants of the Baogou commune in Tengxian County, Shandong Province.
in their own library of 5,000 books and 54 newspapers.

Qinhuangdao takes steps

The letter of  criticism
published in your newspaper
concerning the delay in the
construction of Qinhuangdao’s
library has received the atten-
tion of the city administration.
The project has now been in-
cluded in our city’s capital
construction plan and prepara-
tions for the construction are
under way. We plan to build
the library in two stages. The
first allocation is 820,000 yuan,
the second-phase will be funded
later.

— The Planning Com-
mission of Qin-
huangdao City, He-
bei Province.

More libraries needed

In 1979, on my holiday home
I visited some libraries in Bei-
jing and Guangzhou and ex-
changed views and raised some
principled suggestions on the
modernization of the mother-
land’s libraries, In the last
three years, I have heard that
library work has much im-
proved. After reading the letter
criticizing the delay of the
building of the Qinhuangdao
municipal library, I felt I should
not keep silent. The following
are some of my views:

1. The building of libraries,
a capital construction project
that concerns the education of

generations to come, must not
be viewed and handled in a
shortsighted or profit-making
approach.

2. Governments, from the
central down to the local levels,
should allocate funds for public
libraries in their annual budg-
ets. This will aid the effort to
build a spiritual civilization and
relieve the library staffs of the
fear that the allocation will not
reach them or funds will be
withheld by the next higher
authorities.

3. Public libraries should
serve all the citizens, In larger
areas, such as Qinhuangdao,
one library is obviously not
enough. In addition to the city
library, district libraries should
be built in different residential
areas to provide convenient ac-
cess to citizens living in all parts
of the city.

4, Libraries are places for
reading books; this is different
from seeing films. The reading
ability of American students
today has generally dropped be-
cause they spend too much time
on watching TV and films. I
hope the people of the mother-
land will pay attention to this
question. The government
should build more libraries and
not solely invest in cinemas
which are money-making.

-— Shen Jiyao
Washington D.C., USA.
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LITERATURE
Six prize Winning

#noYyels

The first Mao Dun Literature
Prizes were awarded to six
novels in December 1982. Each
winner received 3,000 yuan in
addition to a token bronze
medal. These prizes, presented
in Beijing, were the first award-
ed to any novel since the found-
ing of the People’s Republic in
1949,

Mao Dun was the pen-name
of Shen Yanbing (1896-1981),
one of China’s celebrated writ-
ers of novels, novelettes and
short stories. He was also a
literary critic and translator of
several foreign works. In 1979,
he was elected the Honorary
Chairman of the China Federa-
tion of Literary and Art Circles
and Chairman of the Chinese
Writers’ Association.

Before his death in 1981, Mao
Dun contributed 250,000 yuan
for the establishment of the
literature prize which is to be
awarded every three years. The
best novels for 1977-81 were
chosen by a 15-member com-
mittee headed by Ba Jin, the
current Chairman of the Writ-
ers’ Association. They were
selected by secret ballot from

among 143 recommendations
forwarded by 58 publishing
houses and literary journals
and the branch writers’ associa-
tions in various localities. China
has published more than 400
novels since 1977.

Following is a brief descrip-
tion of the winning novels and
their authors.

Xu Mao and His Daughters,
set against the background of
the “cultural revolution” in the
winter of 1975, is the story of a
family in a small village in Si-
chuan Province. The action
begins with a work-team that
arrives to rectify the work in a
people’s commune where mo-
rale is low and production is
stagnant. The tragedy and ro-
mance, hopes and fears of one
peasant, Xu Mao, and his
daughters are a microcosm of
the perplexity, despair and suf-
ferings of the peasants who
gradually come to comprehend
“what went wrong” in the
“cultural revolution.”

The author, Zhou Keqin, was
born in 1937 in a desolate moun-
tain village in Jianyang County,

Sichuan Province. After his
graduation in 1958 from an
agro-technical school in the

provincial capital, Chengdu, he
returned to his home county to
work in the fields.

Later he worked for some
time as an agro-technician. In
1979 he was transferred to the
Sichuan branch of the Chinese
Writers’ Association and be-
came a professional writer. His
first novel appeared in 1960. He
has won, prizes for the best na-
tional short stories in 1980 and
1981 for his Forget-Me-Not and
The Moon Does Not Know My
Heart.

The East by Wei Wei depicts
the epic War to Resist US Ag-
gression and Aid Korea in the
early 50s through the experi-
ence of Guo Xiang and his com-
pany. It contrasts the heroic
battle front lives of the Volun-
teers with events at Guo’s home-
town, where people’s lives are
closely related to the ups and
downs of the war. It examines
the transformation of the hero’s
‘hometown, Fenghuangbao
(Phoenix Village), and reveals
the roots of the patriotism and
internationalism of the Volun-
teers who were able to defeat
a powerful enemy. Many of the
characters are realistically
portrayed.

The writer was born in 1920
in Zhengzhou, Henan Province,
and took part in the anti-Japa-
nese war when he was 17. For
many years thereafter, he
worked in the army. In 1939
his poems and other pieces be-

Left: (from right) writers Zhou Keqin, Wei Wei, Yao Xueyin, Mo Yingfeng, Li Guowen
and Gu Hua. Right: Mao Dun Literature Prize bronze medal and awards.




gan to appear in newspapers
and periodicals. After the war
broke out in Korea in 1950, he
went to the front to join the
Volunteers, and to write about
the war.

Among his most popular
works is a collection of war re-
ports entitled Those Most To Be
Loved, published in 1951.

The prize was also awarded
to the second volume of the
novel Li Zicheng. The title
character, Li Zicheng (1606-45)
was a peasant who led a rebel-
lion against the feudal rulers at
the end of the Ming Dynasty.
The second volume centres on
the uprising army as it gains
strength and fortitude under
extremely difficult conditions.
The novel also delineates Em-
peror Chongzhen, the last ruler
of the Ming Dynasty, and the
complex relations among his
royal family members and his
courtiers. It captures many
vivid characters and fascinat-
ing plots and acquaints the
readers with the habits and
customs in China in the 17th
century.

Its writer, Yao Xueyin, is 72
years old. A native of Deng-
xian County, Henan Province,
he began writing in 1938. Later
he was elected a council mem-
ber of the Anti-Japanese War
Association of the All-China
Art and Literary Circles. After
the war was won, he became a
professor at Daxia University
in Shanghai. His famous works
during the period were Niu
Quande and the Reddish Tur-
nips, When Flowers Blossom in
Spring and A Love Story on
the Battlefield. He became a
professional writer in 1951
when he worked in the Henan
Provincial Federation of Liter-
ary and Art Circles. Two years
later he was transferred to the
Wuhan Writers’ Association.
The first three volumes of, Li
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Zicheng were published in 1963,
1977 and 1981 respectively.

Another winning novel de-
tails the experiences of Peng
@i, an air force commander who
stood up to persecution during
the 10 years of turmoil.. By de-
picting the different fates of
three generals, A General’s
Lament reflects the “cultural
revolution” as it was carried out
in the army and faithfully
portrays the vicissitude of the
decade.

The author, Mo Yingfeng,
was born in 1938 in Yiyang,
Hunan Province. He joined the
army in 1961 when he was
studying at the Hubei Art Col-
lege, and later worked at the
Guangzhou army unit art
troupe. After he was demobi-
lized in 1970, he worked at the
cultural centre of Changsha,
the capital of Hunan Province,
where he was in charge of the
centre’s literature group. In
1978, he was transferred to the
Hunan ZXiaoxiang Film Studio
as a script writer. He began to
publish short stories in 1972,
and in the following years, de-
voted himself to novel writing.

Spring in Winter is a novel
with a unique structure and
way of presentation. Following
the footsteps and the train of
thought of Yu Erlong, the lead-
ing character, the story depicts
40 years of struggle and the
social life of the four historic
periods of the War of Resist-
ance Against Japan (1937-45),
the first 17 years of socialist con-
struction (1949-66), the 10 years
of turmoil (1966-76) and the
years afterwards.

Its author, Li Guowen, was
born in 1930 in Yancheng,
Jiangsu Province. Between 1950
and 1953 he was in charge of
literary and artistic creation at
the Tianjin Railway Art Troupe
and an art troupe of the Chi-

Yao Xueyin at work.

nese People’s Volunteers to
Korea. In 1954 he worked as
an editor at the propaganda
department of the All-China
Railway Trade Union. In 1957,
he was wrongly labelled as a
Rightist and thenceforth worked
for a long time at railway con-
struction sites. He was ex-
culpated after the downfall of
the gang of four. In recent
years, he published a collection
of short stories entitled The
First Cup of Bitter Wine, of
which “Lunar Eclipse” was
awarded a national prize for
excellent short stories in 1980.
Spring in Winter is his first
full-length novel.

A Small Town Called Hibis-
cus, a tale about the life in a
Hunan rural town, weaves the
changes in the political situa-
tion and the times into the fates
of its characters. In examining
the controversy surrounding
Hibiscus, a woman who builds
a family fortune through hard
work, the story exposes erro-
neous “‘Left” policies. It also un-
folds the tremendous changes
that have taken place in re-
cent years by depicting Hibis-
cus’ ability to regain love and
a stable life. The novel's lan-
guage is appropriate for its
rural setting and evokes a
colourful and attractive picture
of small town life.
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The author, Gu Hua, was
born in 1942 in Hunan Prov-
ince’s Jiahe County. He studied
at the agricultural school of the
Chenzhou Prefecture in 1961
and later became an agricultural
worker at the agricultural re-
search institute. In 1975, he was
transferred to the prefecture’s
song and dance ensemble to
become a member of the writ-
ing staff. In 1979, he began to
work at the prefecture’s asso-
ciation of literary and art
workers. His recent works
include A Log Cabin Overgrown
With Creepers which won the
national prize for excellent short
stories in 1981.

PHILATELY

Individuals
display stamps

The recent exhibition of
stamps from individual collec-
tions was just one more sign of
the Chinese people’s resurging
passion for philately.

The rarest item displayed was
a block of four stamps (see illus-
tration I) issued by the New
Fourth Army in Huainan Base
Area in 1942, This block is
unique in Ching and was printed
on the back of a Xinhua News
Bulletin. The Chinese character
gao (news scripts) in the centre
of a red star signifies that these
stamps were only for use by

Fig. L.

Shen

Its collector,
Zenghua as a youth crazed over
stamps and he continued the

newsmen.
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hobby after he, at 18, joined the
New Fourth Army. Nothing
could force him to part with his
collection which he kept in his
knapsack.

Another rare exhibit was a
set of five red revenue stamps
issued in 1897 by the Qing Dy-
nasty with face values of one
cent, two cents, four cents (see

illustration II for a block of
four), one yuan and five yuan,
based on the silver dollar used
in China at that time. The one-
yuan stamp is extremely rare
with about 30 known extant.
The Qing Dynasty officially
established the post office of the
Qing government and com-
menced parcel service in 1897.
To ease the shortage of stamps,
the government used red rev-

. enue stamps with postmarks on

them as postage stamps.

Also displayed were China’s
first stamps. Issued in 1878,
these three dragon stamps in
green, red and yellow are of
one, two and five cents denom-
inations. The first commem-
orative set of " nine stamps
marking the 60th birthday of
Empress Dowager Ci Xi issued
in 1894, two of them with a
Chinese character shou (longev-
ity), were also shown.

Other items exhibited includ-
ed a message envelope from
1885 with remains of one of the
four feathers attached as a sign
of urgency (see illustration III),
kept by Li Dongli from the
Transistor Institute of the Chi-
nese Academy of Sciences. It

Fig. IIL

has the date, time of dispatch
and these words: “Urgent
message, when sealed please
deliver as quickly as possible.
Punishment will be meted out
if delayed.” Further the Chinese
character fei (fly) was written
four times with a red circle
around each.

China was one of the first
lands to have a dispatch system.
Stone relief carvings (see illus-
tration IV) excavated in 1972
from a third century tomb in
Gansu Province show the
mail delivery by horses in
ancient China. This type
of dispatch delivery service
existed until the Qing Dynasty
when it began to evolve into
today’s modern postal service.

is experiencing a

Philately
boom in China; philately asso-
ciations have been set up in 22

provinces and municipalities
and more than 100 cities. The
All-China Philatelic Federation
was established a year ago.
Jiyou (Philately), a monthly
magazine published in Beijing
in Chinese, is distributed 250,000
copies per issue and China Phil-
ately in English has subscri-
bers in over 60 countries and
re'gions.

Beijing Review, No. 5
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Zhang Dazhuang’s
traditional paintings
A native of Hangzhou, ;g,c_./*’
Zhejiang Province, Zhang ~% a3
Dazhuang (1903-80) taught f
at the Shanghai Academy of

Traditiona] Chinese Paint-
ings.
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He was especially noted
for his paintings of flowers
and birds. His early works
were exact and meticulous.
His later works were paint-
ed in free, bold and vigorous
strokes. Both impress peo-
ple as a lucid, harmonious
style of beauty.

Stone-Like Root of a Plum Tree.

7

Prawns and Bamboo Shoots.

Lotus and Fish.




“TEMPlE OF HEAVEN” CANDI.ES

Selectmgredtems bright flame, smokeless, adourless,
~ tearless, wide assortment of sizes and
multitudinous colours.
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