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My regular reading of your
magazine has acquainted me with
China’s efforts and achievements.
To build socialism in a country
with such an immense population,
a quarter of humanity, is truly
a long-term, arduous task.

You have recently announced
comprehensive plans. It is said
that man can accomplish anything
he puts his mind to and this is
applicable to the Chinese people
as your long, glorious history
clearly confirms.

Therefore, 1 think your
can be realized.

goals

I am convinced that by seeking
truth from-facts the Chinese peo-
ple will surely advance and win
great victories.

Mario Bernal R.
Bogota, Colombia

I have been reading Beijing Re-
view, China Pictorial, and China
Reconstructs since 1975 but have
never written to any of you be-
cause I believe that as Chinese
magazines, they should have their
own ways of expression and con-
tents so as to reflect Chinese
thinking and social customs. Peo-
ple visit a strange country not to
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draw examples for their own land
but to know that country as it is.

However, since you solicit read-
ers’ criticisms to improve your
work and win new readers, I feel
obliged to venture some of my own
opinions about Beijing Review.

First, a magazine with both
articles and pictures — more pho-
tos than Beijing Review and more
articles than China Pictorial, like
China Reconstructs — is more suit-
able to West European readers.

Second, an extensive column,
containing, for instance, informa-
tion about package tours for in-
dividuals and groups, reports
about tourism including articles
written by the travellers them-
selves and coverage of foreigners
who work in China, should
be started. I know many of my
acquaintances would be inter-
ested in this.

Matthias Hirsch
Nenmuster. FRG

Congratulations to you in pub-
lishing the article entitled “A
Chinese-Style Sociology™ (issue
No. 43). I have been reading Bei-
jing Review for two years. I read
this article thoroughly, and I'm
very happy to see such an article
as I am a post-graduate student of
sociology and cultural anthro-
pology in our country.

I hope that the newly estab-

lished departments of sociology
will pave the way to modernize
and consolidate the political and
socio-economic work of your
country. This field is beneficial to
the third world countries’ students
and scholars.

J. Prasain
Kathmandu, Nepal

Clarifying Chinese
Government Policy

There is a lot of rumour about
Chinese Government policy. 1
think it would help your foreign
readers if there could be published
interviews with government lead-
ers on key issues to clarify the
situation.

I think that a section on
trade and investment in China
would be welcomed by many

foreign readers.
L.A, Rayner
Xianggang (Hongkong)

Tibet and Dance

The latest charm of your maga-
zine is the articles about Tibet:
“Policy Towards Dalai Lama” (is-
sue No. 46) and the interview with
a Tibetan leader (issue No. 47).

Further, it is the first time an
interesting and informative ar-
ticle has been published in your
magazine (issue No. 46) about the
long history of dance in China.

Sheraz Manzoor Haider
Sargodha, Pakistan
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Notes

The Third World Needs No Leader

Do you have any comment
about the view that China oc-
cupies a special position in the
third world and is its leader?

Why should the third world
need a leader? All the third
world countries are indepen-
dent sovereign states. They
have freed themselves from
foreign yokes after prolonged
struggles and are now safe-
guarding their independence,
developing their national econo-
my and building up their own
countries. They do not need a
force above them ordering them
about.

All the third world countries,
big or small, are political
equals. They can discuss and
solve their problems in the
spirit of unity and mutual as-
sistance; they should have no
leader/follower relations among
them. On some worldwide
issues, they support and co-
operate with each other, thus
influencing international rela-
tions to move in the direction
of democracy and equality.
These include the struggle
against maritime hegemony, the

struggle to support the oil-
exporting countries and the
struggle to change the irra-
tional international economic

order. Today, third world states
are playing an increasing role
and exerting a growing influ-
ence in world affairs.

Any country which attempts
to pose as a leader and control
others will be spurned.

Although China is a big coun-
try, it has never sought a spe-
cial position in the third world.
It is not the leader of the third
world today. nor will it be to-
morrow, because this kind of
“leadership” does not conform
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to the principles guiding its for-
eign relations.

China has consistently sup-
ported other third world coun-
tries in their struggles against
imperialism, hegemonism and
colonialism. It has also made
great efforts to provide aid,
to strengthen economic co-
operation and exchanges with

Are you optimistic about
prospects for improving Sino-
Indian relations?

China and India are close
neighbours and do not threaten
each other. There are no dis-
putes in bilateral relations, with
the exception of the border
issue. The strengthening of
contacts and co-operation is
beneficial to both countries.
There is no reason, therefore,
that relations between them
cannot be improved.

Both China and India belong
to the third world and are de-
veloping countries. Both are big
countries with large popula-
tions and rich natural resources.
Their combined population is
1,700 million, more than one-
third of the world’s total. With
similar past experiences, the
iwo nations now face the simi-
lar tasks of developing their
economies and building up their
countries,

The peoples of China and
India have a long-standing
friendship and their close co-
operation in the 50s is remem-
bered with warmth by both
peoples. The Five Principles
of Peaceful Coexistence in-
itiated then by Premier Zhou
Enlai and Prime Minister Nehru
have become universally recog-

rom the Yditors

them and to encourage learning
from each other and supplying
each other’s needs on the basis
of equality.

Because our relations with
other third world countries
have been guided by these poli-
cies, we are respected and lrust-
ed by their governments and

peoples, for . which we feel
honoured.

— International Editor

Mu Youlin

Relations

‘nized principles guiding the re-

lations between states.

A short time ago Beijing com-
memorated two Indian doctors
who made invaluable contribu-
tions to the Chinese people’s
war against Japanese aggres-
sion. (See p. 6.) The Chinese
people will never forget these
internationalist [ighters.

The border issue between
China and India is a problem
left over from history and com-
plicated by many factors. This
problem should be settled as
quickly as possible for the cause
of peace in Asia and the world
as a whole. The Chinese Govern-
ment has expressed its willing-
ness to make positive efforts to
this end. Given the sincerity
and willingness to work together
in the spirit of mutual under-
standing and mutual accom-
modation. the issue can be
solved without difficulty and a
comprehensive and reasonable
settlement can be achieved.

Even if an agreement cannot
be reached for the time being.
it should not affect friendly
exchanges and co-operative re-
lations in the economic, tech-
nological and cultural fields.

— International Editor
Mu Youlin
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POLITICAL

Communist Youth League

Congress Opens

The 11th National Congress
of the Chinese Communist
Youth League opened in the
Great Hall of the People in
Beijing on December 20, at-
tended by more than 1,900
delegates from 56 nationalities
all over China.

Party and state leaders Hu
Yaobang, 'Deng Xiaoping, Chen
Yun, Deng Yingchao and others
attended the opening ceremony
and extended their greetings to
the delegates.

Hu Qili, Member of the Sec-
retariat of the Party Central
Committee, addressed the con-
gress on behalf of the Party
Central Committee. Hu Qili
said that the Party and the
state now expect more than
ever before that the young peo-
ple heighten their conscious-~
ness, work hard and carry for-
ward the fine traditions of the
youth movement nurtured by
the Party. :

Hu stressed that two impor-
tant historical conclusions are
recorded in the glorious history
of China’s youth movement.
First, the Communist Party
must arouse the consciousness
of the young people, rely on
their strength and bring their
vanguard role into full play in
all undertakings so as to lead
the Chinese revolution and con-
struction to victory. Second, the
young people must follow the
leadership of the Communist
Party and the guidance of
Marxism-Leninism, be one with
the people and firmly keep to
the correct political orientation

4

in order to be useful in revo-
lution and construction.

He noted that fulfilment of
China’s goal to quadruple the
gross output value of industry
and agriculture by the end of
this century relies to a great
extent on the young people of
today. They should shoulder
this great historical task.

Wang Zhaoguo, First Secre-
tary of the Central Committee
of the Chinese Communist
Youth League, delivered a work
report on behalf of the 10th
Central Committee of the Youth

League. Entitled “Youth of the
Whole Country Unite and
March Towards the Brilliant

Future of Socialist Moderniza-
tion,” his report was divided
into three parts.

He first summed up the role
played by the Communist Youth
League since it was restored
and developed in the past four
years. He pointed out that 26
million of the Youth League’s 48
million members were recruited
in the past four years. Of
which, 2.7 million outstanding
members have been admitted
into the Communist Party. He
said that the youth of China
have withstood the test and are
becoming a more promising gen-
eration that will accomplish
much in the days to come.

In the second part of his re-
port, he said that young people
between 15 and 28 years old
account for one-fourth of
China’s population. Their main
task in the modernization drive
is to work hard and study hard
and set an example in promot-
ing socialist morality.

In conclusion, he urged that
the Communist Youth League
become the core in uniting and
educating the younger genera-
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tion. He said that untiring ef-
forts should be made to enhance
the consciousness and fine qual-
ities of the young people and
actively serve them. Youth
League organizations at various
levels, he said, should be worthy
of the name of assistants and
reserve force of the Party.

ECONOMIC

Railways: Today and
Tomorrow

Upgrading the railway net-
works features prominently in

China’s recently published
Sixth Five-Year Plan.
In the next three years

(1983-85). China will build 1,700
kilometres of new railways,
double-track 1,500 Kkilometres
and electrify another 2,000 kilo-
metres. Thus by 1985, the na-
tion’s railways will be able to
handle 1,200 million tons of
freight and 1,100 million pas-
sengers a year.

Most of the new lines will be
in north, southwest and east
China to facilitate the shipping
of mineral resources from these

areas, especially coal from
Shanxi Province.
Shanxi Province boasts a

verified coal reserve of 202,100
million tons, or one-third of the
nation’s total. Its coal is of fine
quality and is located in shal-
low deposits that can be easily
mined. The province's annual
coal output has hit 100 million
tons in the last few years and
is expected to top 140 million
tons t?is year. However, owing
to an acute transportation
shortage nearly 10 million tons
of coal get stuck there every
year.

Beijing Review, No. 52
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A number of
being constructed to solve this
problem. A 379-kilometre-long
electrified double-track railway
line is near completion, leading

railways are

from Datong, a major coal
centre in Shanxi, to Fengtai on
the outskirts of Beijing, and it
will be connected with the rail-
way line from Beijing to the
port city of Qinhuangdao In
Hebei Province. An electrified
double-track line from Taiyvuan,
the capital of Shanxi Province,
to Shijiazhuang, the capital of
Hebei Province, was opened in
September: and another dou-
ble-track line [rom  Shijia-
zhuang to Shandong Province's
Dezhou was commissioned in
December. All this will greatly
improve the transportation of
coal from Shanxi Province.

China is a vast country with
a big population and rich
natural resources. Its railways
handle 70 per cent of the na-
tion's total volume of freight
and 60 per cent of the total
number of passengers. Since
liberation, railway lines have
been extended from about
10,000 kilometres in 1950 to
50,000 kilometres in 1981. The
total volume of freight the
trains carried reached 1,048 mil-
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lion tons, 10.5 times the 1850
figure, and the total number of
passengers was 940 million, or
6 times as many as in 1950.
Today, China ranks second in
the world in railway freight and
passenger transport density per
kilometre.

These  achievements  not-
withstanding, China’s railways
still fall short of the needs of
the fast-growing national
economy.

The 12ih Party Congress in-
cluded the expansion of the
means of transport and commu-
nications (including railways)
as one of the three strategic
tasks so as to ensure the quad-
rupling of the nation’s total
industrial and agricultural out-
put value by the end of the 20th
century. By 1990, the number
of passengers and the volume
of [reight handled by the rail-
ways will be 40 per cent greater
than they are loday.

FOREIGN
RELATIONS

Turkish President Visits
China

President Kenan Evren of the
Republic of Turkey paid an of-
ficial visit to China from De-
cember 13 to 17.

President Evren’s visit was
the first by a Turkish head of
state to China. and it was also
his first visit abroad since be-
coming President.

Premier Zhao Ziyang held
talks with the Turkish Presi-
dent. Their talks showed that
both sides shared similar or
converging views on many
Inajor international issues. The
two leaders agreed that foreign
troops must be withdrawn from
Afghanistan and Kampuchea
and that the issues of Afghani-
stan and Kampuchea should be
settled in accordance with the
relevant UN resolutions.

Condemning Israel’s policy of
aggression and expansion, the
two leaders reiterated that
China and Turkey support the
Palestinian and other Arab peo-
ple in their just struggle to re-
cover the lost land and to restore
their national rights; they also
expressed support for the unre-
mitting efforts of the Arab

Premier Zhao Zivang welcomes President Kenan Evren al the Greal Hall
of the People in Beijing.
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countries in seeking a compre-
hensive and just solution to the
Middle East problem.

Premier Zhao and President
Evren expressed satisfaction
with the development of Sino-
Turkish relations.

Zhao Ziyang said that the
two countries should explore
ways to expand their co-opera-
tion on the basis of equality and
mutual benefit, Such a relation-
ship should enable China and
Turkey to learn from each other.
make up for each other’s de-
ficiencies, supply each other’s
needs and achieve common de-
velepment. He said that there
are great potentials and bright
prospects for trade, economic
and technical co-operation be-
tween the two countries. /

President Evren expressed
the hope that the two countries
would strengthen co-operation
in various fields on the basis of
mutual understanding.

Commemorating Two
Indian Doctors

More than 3.000 people from
all walks of life in the capital
met on December 15 to
commemorate the 40th anni-
versary of the death of Dr.
Dwarkanath S. Kotnis and the
25th aniversary of the death of
Dr. Menhanlal Atal.

The two doctors came to
China as members of an aid-
China medical mission sent by
the Indian Congress Party in
1938 to help the Chinese people
in their struggle against Japa-
nese aggression. They joined
in the medical work of the
Eighth Route Army in Yanan
and on the north China front.
Kotnis was a young doctor on
the medical team who died of an
illness and overwork when he
was 32 years old. Atal, who
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At the commemoration meeting for Kotnis and Alal.

was the leader of the team. died
in Beijing during his second
trip to China in 1957.
Speaking at the commemora-
tion meeting, Wang Bingnan,
President of the Chinese Peo-
ple’s Association for Friendship
With Foreign Countries, said
that in honouring the memory
of the two Indian doctors. the
best way is to learn from their
great spirit of internationalism,
their utter devotion to work
and their spirit of selflessness.
He called on all present to carry
forward the cause of Indian-
China friendship, to which the
two doctors dedicated their
lives, and strengthen mutual
support and mutual assistance
between the Chinese and Indian
peoples, so that their traditional
friendship will be continually
consolidated and developed.

An All-India Memorial Com-
mittee for Dr. Kotnis led by Dr.
Basu, the only survivor of the
aid-China medical mission that
came to China in 1938, Dr. Kot~
nis’ relatives and the Indian
Ambassador to China attended
the meeting.

Nie Rongzhen, Member of the
Political .Bureau of the Chinese
Communist Party Central Com-
mittee and Vice-Chairman of

the Military Commission of the
CPC Central Committee, met
with the Indian guests before
the meeting. He was with Kot-
nis in the front of the struggle
fighting against the Japanese
invaders in the 1940s.

Chairman Ye Jianying of
the Standing Committee of the
National People’s Congress also
met with the delegation and
other Indian [riends at his
residence. He had forged a pro-
found [riendship with Kotnis
and Atal during the war against
Japanese aggression.

Commemoration meetings
were also held in early Decem-
ber at the Norman Bethune In-
ternational Peace Hospital of
the Chinese People’s Liberation
Army, of which Dr. Kotnis was
the first director. and at the
Norman Bethune Medical Col-
lege where Dr. Kotnis had
taught.

The People’s Publishing House
brought out a book in commem-
oration of Dr. Kotnis. In the
book, there are inscriptions by
Ye Jianying, Deng Xiaoping and
Nie Rongzhen, as well as in-
scriptions and articles by his
friends and relatives. The book
also contains some of Dr. Kot-
nis’ letters.

Beijing Rewiew, No. 52
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Sea Law Convention Battle

HE third UN Conference on

the Law of the Sea conclud-
ed in Montego Bay, Jamaica, on
Dec. 10 with the signing
of a new Law of the Sea Con-
vention after nine years of ar-
duous negotiations. The repre-
sentatives of 117 nations and
two other organizations signed
the new convention, far more
than the 60 countries needed to
make it effective. This is a
great victory for the world, es-
pecially for the third world
countries who united to success-
fully confront the repeated at-
tempts of the superpowers to
weaken the convention.

Third World Stand Upheld

The new convention is funda-
mentally different from the
four conventions adopted at the
first UN Conference on the Law
of the Sea in 1958. At that con-
ference, of the 80 countries at-
tending, only half were Asian
and African countries. This
represented the limited histori-
cal conditions of the time. The
four conventions adopted under
the manipulation of the big
powers were entirely advan-
tageous to the maritime hege-
mony of the superpowers and
were disadvantageous to the
just ‘struggles of the developing
countries attempting to defend
their sovereignty and safeguard
their national economic
terests.

in-

The new convention embodies
the long-held demands and
principled stand of the third
world countries: coastal terri-
torial waters extending 12
nautical miles off shore and an
exclusive economic zone up to
200 nautical miles out to sea.
Beyond that point. the seabed
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and its resources are the
common heritage of all
mankind. The new convention
does not consider just the in-
terests of the developing coun-
tries, but it also considers the
interests of the developed coun-
tries. It embodies the interests
of both coastal and landlocked
countries. Therefore, this is the
most reasonable and acceptable
convention for most countries to
date.

However, there are still
shortcomings and even serious
defects in the provisions of
quite a few articles in the new
convention. As the Chinese rep-
resentative pointed out, the
articles relating to innocent pas-
sage through territorial waters
contain no clear provisions re-
garding the passage of foreign
warships. In addition, the con-
vention also fails to adequately
define the continental shelf. or
the principle for delimiting the
exclusive economic zones and
continental shelf between op-
posite or adjacent states. Thus
a number of articles of the con-
vention will undergo further re-
tinement as they are imple-
mented in the future.

The new convention is a hard-
won victory over many difficul-
ties and obstacles.

The third UN Law of the Sea
Conference officially opened at
the UN in December of 1973.
It held many sessions over
several years. After years of
revisions and corrections, the
overall draft convention on the
exploitation of maritime re-
sources was adopted in April of
1980. After further revisions it
became the official draft con-
vention. The revised draft con-
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vention adopted at the 10th
Session of the UN Law of the
Sea Convention in August of
1981 made possible the official
sea law convention.

Task Not Yet Ended

After the conclusion of the
10th Session of the Third UN
Law of the Sea Conference, the
United States roped some de-
veloped countries into agreeing
on a “mini-treaty” alternative
to the Law of the Sea Conven-
tion. The United States refus-
ed to sign the convention on the
excuse that the deep-sea mining
provisions do not conform to US
interests. At the US initiative,
the United States. Britain,
France and West Germany then
signed an agreement on deep-
sea mining, t.e.. the “‘mini-
treaty.” aiming at using their
abundant capital and advanced
technology to divide among
themselves the ocean resources
belonging to the whole of man-
kind.

At the Jamaica conference
the United States not only
refused to sign. it also urged as
many countries as it could not
to sign. Its atlitude has been
criticized by the third world
countries, Prime Minister of
the host country, Edward Seaga
pointed oul that the ‘‘mini-
treaty” signed by the United
States and some West Euro-
pean countries has no legal
status. ‘It is contrary to the
provisions of the Law of the
Sea Convention.!; Actually, one
member of the ‘“mini-treaty,”
France, has signed the new con-
vention. This shows that the
US attempt to enlist the support
of others for its boycott of the
new convention was not easy.

The new convention stipulates
that as of Dec. 10. 1982.
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the convention will remain open
for signature in the Foreign
Ministry of Jamaica for two
years. It also may be signed in
the UN Headquarters, from
July 1, 1983 to Dec. 9, 1984,

The birth of the new conven-
tion marks a great change in the
balance of the international po-
litical forces. Its implementa-

South Africa

tion will undoubtedly face
many obstacles which will de-
mand continued joint efforts
and steadfast struggles on the
part of the participating coun-

tries, particularly the third
world countries, to protect the
gains already achieved and

finally turn: the sea into a real
asset of all humanity.
— Wang Shifang

Denounced

For New Crime

TRONG condemnations- of

the South African Dec.
9 attack on Lesotho were
adopted by the UN General As-
sembly and Security Council on
Dec. 14 and 15, respectively.

The Dec. 9 raid by South Afri-
can troops on Maseru, the capi-
tal of Lesotho, is yet another in
the series of serious crimes
committed by the South African
racist regime

independence and sovereignty
of these countries and have ag-
gravated tensions in southern
Africa. The South African
racist regime is clearly the main
source of trouble in that region.

The repeated South African
acts of aggression are obviously
aimed at destabilizing its neigh-
bours by sabotaging their do-
mestic construction and at dis-

bours. More than
40, including wo-
men and children, loemfontein
were killed in the ' 9
surprise raid.

against its neigh- '

o

Lesotho, a small
landlocked country
surrounded by
South Africa on
all sides, has
sustained several

Nk
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South African at-

tacks in recent months. South
African troops also have re-
peatedly invaded Angola, Mo-
zambique and Botswana and
have carried out harassing and
subversive activities = against
Zimbabwe and other countries.

In violation of the basic prin-
ciples governing international
relations, these barbarous acts
by the South African authorities
have gravely infringed on the
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couraging their support for the
South African and Namibian
peoples’ just struggles, so as to
weaken liberation movements in
southern Africa as a whole. But
these schemes will never suc-
ceed.

The cold-blooded massacre in
Lesotho has evoked widespread
protests in Africa and through-
out the world. Chairman of
the Organization of African

Unity and President of Kenya,
Daniel Arap Moi, pointed out in
his Dec. 10 statement that the
continued South African ag-

gression against independent
countries in southern Africa
cannot stop the liberation

struggles in the region. These
struggles will continue until
their final victory, he added.
Many  African  governments
and leaders have condemned
the South African apartheid re-
gime for its latest atrocity and
have pledged solidarity with
Lesotho’s government and
people.

The UN resolutions denounc-
ing the latest South African at-
tack on Lesotho demand full
and adequate compensation by
South Africa for the losses in

life and property suffered
by Lesotho. They also call for
measures to prevent further
aggression by South Africa

against its neighbours. These
follow the 10 UN resolutions
of December 9 condemning
earlier South African aggres-
sion.

The Chinese Government and
people strongly urge that strict
sanctions be applied to halt
South African aggression. Chi-
nese Permanent Representative
to the United Nations Ling
Qing pointed out at the Dec.
15 Security Council meeting
that the big power which has
all along indulged and shielded
South Africa is duty-bound to
exert pressure to stop the South
African authorities from con-
tinuing their atrocities.

— Wang Dadao

CORRECTIONS: Vol. 25. No. 51. pp. 36
and 37, “Pagoda of Ten Thousand
Buddhas” should read ‘Pagoda of
One Hundred Thousand (100,000) Bud-
dhas,” and p. 37. left column, line 18.
10,000 should read -*100.000.”

The caption on the ijllustration on
the right-hand column of p. 28, No.
46, should read: ‘A line drawing of
a dancer from the Dunhuang murals
of the Tang Dynasty (618-907).”

Beijing Review, No. 52
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Who Was Really Responsible
For the Beirut Massacre?

HE recent Treport of the

Israeli judicial commission
investigating the Beirut mass-
acre demands that Israeli
Prime  Minister Menachem
Begin and others answer for
their ‘‘negligent and irresponsi-
ble actions” concerning this
affair. The part that Begin and
Defence Minister Ariel Sharon
played in planning and directing
this criminal act already is
becoming clear to all. The fact
is that they deliberately used
the hostility between the Pal-
estinians and the Lebanese Pha-
lange to manufacture this inci-
dent, hoping that by this scheme
of indirect assassination they
could weaken the revolutionary
strength of the Palestinians.
Begin and his accomplices
already stand accused before
the bench of world public
opinion,

Israel’s Inescapable
Culpability

Following the Beitul mass-
acre, officials of Israel, of the
Lebanon Phalange and of Major
Sa’ad Haddad's Free Lebanon
militia all denied any responsi-
bility for the massacre. The
Israeli government also issued
a statement declaring that
since Israel condemns all ter-
rorist activities, as soon as the
killing was discovered, the gov-
ernment used every possible
means to control and stop the
massacre. However, these lies
fooled no one. The Arab na-
tions and world public opinion
angrily accused Israel of having
directed this frightening and
criminal massacre. This also
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aroused a powerful movement
within Israel itself.

Forced by circumstances, the
Israeli authorities on Sept. 24
agreed to let a judicial commis-
sion formed by the highest
Israeli court investigate the
massacre of the Palestinian
refugee camps in Beirut.

The judicial commission has
now completed the preliminary
phase of its investigation. In
his testimony on Oct. 25, De-
fence Minister Sharon told the
commission that Begin’s cabinet
decided on Sept. 15 to send Leb-
anese Phalangist militiamen
into the Sabra and Shatila
Camps and to give them a wider
role in the combat. He said
that he then made a personal
visit to an Israeli observation
post overlooking the camps in
accordance with the cabinet’s
decision, and agreed to the mop-
ping-up operations against
“terrorists” (Palestinian fight-
ers), so as to minimize Israeli
casualties.

Israeli Brig. General Amos
Yaron, commander of Israeli
forces in Beirut, admitted in his
testimony that he had reports
from his officers on the night of
Sept. 16 that civilians were
being killed in the camps and
the next morning he told Amir
Drori, Israel’s northern com-
mander.

He also testified that Israel’s
Chief of Staff Rafael Eitan ar-
rived in Beirut in the afternoon
of Sept. 17, that Eitan and top
Israeli officers met with Pha-
lange commanders at 4 p.m.,

REPORTS & COMMENTS

Sept. 17. During their meeting,
Eitan praised the Phalange’s
operation in the camps. Yaron
said Eitan allowed the Phalange
to remain in the camps until 5
a.m. of Sept. 18. In his Oct. 25
testimony, Sharon acknowledg-
ed that he had received a phone
call from General Eitan at 9
p.m., Sept. 17, about the atroci-
ties committed against civilians
in the two camps.

Israel’s Communication Min-
ister Mordechai Zippori testi-
fied that he called Foreign Min-
ister Shamir on Sept. 17 to say
the Phalange were ‘‘carrying
out a slaughter.” Shamir testi-
fied Zippori used the expres-
sion ‘‘running amok” and not
“slaughter. ”

Prime Minister Begin testi-
fied that the first he heard of
the massacre was on the British
news broadcast on Sept. 18. He
said, “It was never imagined
that the Lebanese forces
would want —or be able —to
perpetrate a massacre.”” But
Begin acknowledged that Depu-
ty Prime Minister David Levy
warned at the cdbinet meeting
of Sept. 16 that the Phalange
might avenge the death of their
leader, president-elect Bashir
Gemayel who was assassinated
two days before.

Too Lenient a Charge

The Israeli judicial commis-
sion only charged Begin, Sharon
and Shamir with responding
“‘irresponsibly” to the Beirut
massacre. This indictment, is
rather too lenient.

The facts already show that
Begin, Sharon and company
were really responsible for
creating the Beirut massacre.

— Zhong Tai
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The Revolution of 1911, led by Dr. Sun
Preamble Yat-sen, abolished the feudal monarchy and

Y HINA is one of the countries with the

longest histories in the world. The people

of all nationalities in China have jointly created

a splendid culture and have a glorious revolu-
tionary tradition.

Feudal China was gradually reduced after
1840 to a semi-colonial and semi-feudal country.
The Chinese people waged wave upon wave of
hercic struggles for national independence and
liberation and for democracy and freedom.

Great and earth-shaking historical changes
have taken place in China in the 20th century.
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gave birth to the Republic of China. But the
Chinese people had yet to fulfil their historical
task of overthrowing imperialism and feudalism.

After waging hard, protracted and tortuous
struggles, armed and otherwise, the Chinese
people of all nationalities led by the Communist
Party of China with Chairman Mao Zedong as
its leader ultimately, in 1949, overthrew the rule
of imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat-
capitalism, won the great victory of the new-
democratic  revolution and founded the
People’s Republic of China. Thereupon the
Chinese people took state power into their own
hands and became masters of the couniry.
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After the founding of the People’s Republic,
the transition of Chinese society from a new-
democratic to a socialist society was effected
step by step. The socialist transformation of the
private ownership of the means of production
was completed, the system of exploitation of
man by man eliminated and the socialist system
established. The "people's democratic dictator-
ship led by the working class and based on the
alliance of workers and peasants, which is in
essence the dictatorship of the proletariat, has
been consolidated and developed. The Chinese
people and the Chinese People's Liberation
Army have thwarted aggression, sabotage and
armed provocations by imperialists and hege-
monists, safeguarded China’s national indepen-
dence and security and strengthened its national
defence. Major successes have been achieved in
economic development. An independent and
fairly comprehensive socialist system of indus-
try has in the main been established. There has
been a marked increase in agricultural produc-
tion. Significant progress has been made in
educational, scientific, cultural and other under-
takings, and socialist ideological education has
yielded noteworthy results. The living stand-
ards of the people have improved considerably.

Both the victory of China’s new-democratic
revolution and the successes of its socialist cause
have been achieved by the Chinese people of all
nationalities under the leadership of the Com-
munist Party of China and the guidance of
Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought.
and by upholding truth, correcting errors and
overcoming numerous difficulties and hardships.
The basic task of the nation in the years to come
is to concentrate its effort on socialist moderni-
zation. Under the leadership of the Communist
Party of China and the guidance of Marxism-
Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought, the Chinese
people of all nationalities will continue to
adhere to the people’s democratic dictatorship
and follow the socialist road, steadily improve
socialist institutions, develop socialist de-
mocracy. improve the socialist legal system and
work hard and self-reliantly to modernize in-
dustry, agriculture, national defence and science
and technology step by step to turn China into
a socialist country with a high level of culture
and democracy.

The exploiting classes as such have been
eliminated in our country. However, class strug-
gle will continue to exist within certain limits
for a long tlime to come. The Chinese people
must fight against those forces and elements.
both at home and abroad, that are hostile to
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China’s socialist system and try to undermine
it.

Taiwan is part of the sacred territory of the
People’s Republic of China. It is the lofty duty
of the entire Chinese people, including our com-
patriots in Taiwan, to accomplish the great task
of reunifying the motherland.

In building socialism it is imperative to rely
on the workers, peasants and intellectuals and
unite with all the forces that can be united. In
the long years of revolution and construction,
there has been formed under the leadership of
the Communist Party of China a broad patriotic
united front that is composed of democratic
parties and people’s organizations and embraces
all socialist working people, all patriots who
support socialism and all patriots who stand for
reunification of the motherland. This united
front will continue to be consolidated and de-
veloped. The Chinese People’s Political Consul-
tative Conference is a broadly representative or-
ganization of the united front, which has played
a significant historical role and will continue to
do so in the political and social life of the
country, in promoting friendship with the peo-
ple of other countries and in the struggle for
socialist modernization and for the reunification
and unity of the country.

The People’s Republic of China is a unitary
multinational state built up jointly by the people
of all its nationalities. Socialist relations of
equality, unity and mutual assistance have been
established among them and will continue to be
strengthened. In the struggle to safeguard the
unity of the nationalities, it is necessary to
combat big-nation chauvinism, mainly Han
chauvinism, and also necessary to combat local-
national chauvinism. The state does its utmost
to promote the common prosperity of all
nationalities in the country.

China’s achievements in revolution and
construction are inseparable from support by
the people of the world. The future of China is
closely linked with that of the whole world.
China adheres to an independent foreign policy
as well as to the five principles of mutual re-
spect for sovereignty and territorial integrity.
mutual non-aggression, non-interference in
each other's internal affairs, equality and mu-
tual benefit, and peaceful coexistence in de-
veloping diplomatic relations and economic and
cultural exchanges with other countries:
China consistently opposes imperialism, hege-
monism and colonialism, works to strengthen
unity with the people of other -countries,
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supports the oppressed nations and the
developing countries in their just struggle to
win and preserve national independence and
develop their national economies, and strives to
safeguard world peace and promote the cause of
human progress.

This Constitution affirms the achievements
of the struggles of the Chinese people of all
nationalities and defines the basic system and
basic tasks of the state in legal form; it is the
fundamental law of the state and has supreme
legal authority. The people of all nationalities,
all state organs, the armed forces, all political
parties and public organizations and all enter-
prises and undertakings in the country must
take the Constitution as the basic norm of con-
duct, and they have the duty to uphold the
dignity of the Constitution and ensure its im-
plementation.

Chapter One
General Principles

Article 1

The People’s Republic of China is a socialist
state under the people’s democratic dictatorship
led by the working class and based on the
alliance of workers and peasants.

The socialist system is the basic system of
the People’s Republic of China. Sabotage of the
socidlist system by any organization or individ-
ual is prohibited.

Article 2

All power in the People’s Republic of China
belongs to the people.

The organs through which the people exer-
cise state power are the National People’s Con-
gress and the local people’s congresses at dif-
ferent levels:

The people administer state affairs and
manage economic, cultural and social affairs
through various channels and in various ways
in accordance with the law.

Article 3

The state organs of the People’s Republic of
China apply the principle of democratic central-
ism.

The National People’s Congress and the
local people’s congresses at different levels are
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instituted through democratic election. They
are responsible to the people and subject to their
supervision.

All administrative, judicial and procura-
torial organs of the state are created by the peo-
ple’s congresses to which they are responsible
and under whose supervision they operate.

The division of functions and powers be-
tween the central and local state organs is guid-
ed by the principle of giving full play to the
initiative and enthusiasm of the local authorities
under the unified leadership of the central
authorities.

Article 4

All nationalities in the People’s Republic of
China are equal. The state protects the lawful
rights and interests of the minority nationalities
and upholds and develops the relationship of
equality, unity and mutual assistance among all
of China’s nationalities. Discrimination against
and oppression of any nationality are prohibit-
ed; any acts that undermine the unity of the
nationalities or instigate their secession are
prohibited.

The state helps the areas inhabited by
minority nationalities speed up their economic
and cultural development in accordance with
the peculiarities and needs of the different
minority nationalities.

Regional autonomy is practised in areas
where people of minority nationalities live in
compact communities: in these areas organs of
self-government are established for the exer-
cise of the right of autonamy. All the national
autonomous areas are inalienable parts of the
People’s