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This volume contains ninety-eight of Lu Hsun’s essays written
during the Second Revolutionary Civil War (1927-36). They deal
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this period and reflect important developments in the outlook and
thinking of the author.
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Three Tibetan boys lived in a faraway
villige surrounded by snow-capped ranges.
One day, they heard that the People’s Liber-
ation Army had built a rainbow road over
the mountains so they decided to go and have
a look at this wonderful thing. Slipping away
from home they crossed the cold snow-white
alps and the scorching desert. Braving hunger
and the clutches of a turbulent river they per-
sisted on their way and finally found the bright
rainbow road that led to happiness.

The Rainbow Rood is an ideal story for
children. It is written in the style of a folk
tale and vividly and beautifullv describes the
people and the landscape of Tibet. Imaginative
illustrations add to the charm of this book.
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What Reform Means to Tibet

THE rapid defeat of the armed rebellion has cleared away the
main obstacles standing in the way of badly needed demo-
cratic reforms in Tibet. Bright prospects are opened up for
Tibet as an integral part of the Chinese People’s Republic.

Under the guidance of the Central People’s Government and
with the full support of all the many nationalities of the Chi-
nese nation, the Tibetans are today busily engaged in healing
the wounds inflicted by the rebellion and building Tibet into a
better place to live in. It was a bit behind the season, but
farming is rapidly making up for lost time. According to latest
reports, spring sowing has been completed in most of Tibet's
rural areas. This remarkable success is due in large measure
to the timely aid given by the government and the People’s
Liberation Army units in Tibet. Interest-free loans of seeds
have been distributed. The P.L.A. extended an urgently needed
helping hand by giving horses, farming and irrigation imple-
ments to the Tibetan peasants. P.L.A. officers and men have
worked shoulder to shoulder with the Tibetans in the fields,
teaching them improved farming techniques.

The enthusiasm of the Tibetans has been further stimulated
by the policy that crops cultivated on lands owned by the rebels
shall go to the tillers. For the first time in long centuries, the
labouring people of Tibet are able to enjoy the fruits of their
sweat and toil. They are not slow to appreciate the striking
contrast between this historic change and their former desperate
plight under serfdom.

A Hsinhua news story dated May 25 from Lhasa throws
this contrast into sharp focus. The family of Pala Thubten-
wenten, a big serf-owner and one of the rebel chieftains, owned
more than 3,000 serfs. The serfs received only a quarter of a
kilo of parched barley for food each day while the dogs of the
Pala family were fed daily with 2.5 kilos of parched barley and
buttered tea.

Dobje, whose family had been slaves of the Palas for three
generations, told a horrible tale of ruthless exploitation. His
grandpa had borrowed 30 khal of barley (12.5 kilos to a khal)
from the Pala family at 20 per cent interest. The debt snow-
balled into a staggering load, under which the old man finally
broke down and died. Dobje’s father took over the burden. He
fared no better and was soon worked to death. Dobje succeeded
his father as slave to the Palas at the tender age of nine. For
44 years his daily meals consisted only of a liitle thin soup of
parched barley. Poor Dobje had to beg more loans from the
Pala family to keep his wife and eight children alive. His
grandfather’s debt of 30 khal of barley had zoomed to the in-
credible figure of 110,500 khal of grain by the time of the out-
break of the recent rebellion.

This heart-breaking story of the Dobje family is no isolated
example. It explains why the overwhelming majority of the
Tibetan people are in urgent need of democratic reform and
have stood solidly behind the government in putting down the
rebellion launched by the handful of big reactionary serf-owners
and nobles at the instigation of foreign reactionaries.

The existence of serfdom has been the root cause
of Tibet's stagnation and backwardness as well as of the suffer-
ing of the Tibetan people. Once this cause is removed, a bright
future is definitely assured for Tibet.



ROUND THE WEEK

International Children’s Day

On International Children's Day (June
1) this year, Chinese children received
something special —an affectionate ad-
dress from one of their best beloved elders,
Tung Pi-wu, recently elected one of
the two Vice-Chairmen of the Chinese
People’s Republic.

Renmin Ribao carried his message “To
Our Little Friends,” on May 30, with best
wishes for them to grow up fast as fine
builders of socialism. He told them of
the care and love given them by the
Communist Party and Chairman Mao and
spoke of their happy life. “Perhaps you
may not realize all this,” he said, “and
if that is so, ask your grandpa or grand-
ma, your father or mother, or elderly
neighbours. Ask them how things were
when they were your age. Ask them
whether children in those days were like
you today who all enjoy square meals
every day, have good clothes to wear
and a chance to go to school; ask them
whether they were like you today who
have not a care in the world, happy at
study and play.” He also said that they
should compare their life today with the
conditions under which children are
living in capitalist countries, and then
they would see how fortunate they are
to live in such a happy society as ours
is. “When you understand all this, then
you will know that you should make the
most of your time and not waste the
precious days of happy childhood,” he
reminded them.

He gave them six maxims for guidance:
“First, love your motherland and your
people; love study and do manual work:
love your organizations — the Young
Pioneers, the Communist Youth League
and the Communist Party. Second, be
honest and upright. Don't tell lies either
at school or at home; learn to be good
children who do not deceive others.
Third, make a firm resolve to learn to
do something well, and prepare yourselves
to work steadfastly for socialism. Fourth,
obey your parents and teachers; they are
working hard together with everyone else
in the country to do away with China’s
economic backwardness and create con-
ditions in which you can develop a sound
mind and body. Respect your parents
and teachers. Fifth, live thriftily and
simply and be modest and sincere before
others. Sixth, firmly refrain from doing
anything that might harm the cause of
socialism and stand up against all our
enemies and everything that is anti-
social.”
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As we go to press, China's children
everywhere are making ready to cele-

brate their own festival. This is a day
of enjoyment, primarily for boys and
girls, but adults join in the fun—

organizing children’s parties, putling on
special shows and games for them, and,
not least, in giving them gifts. Depart-
ment stores, toy bazaars and book stores
are crowded with mothers picking and
choosing gifts. Entertainment workers
everywhere have prepared bumper pro-
grammes for the chlidren this year.

Dialectics in Farming

In a recent issue of Renmin Ribao,
there appeared an article discussing
“Dialectics and Agricultural Production.”
The writer has made a detailed study of
the dialectical relationship between the
Eight-Point Charter for Agriculture and
farming, in other words, between a
proper application of measures of soil im-
provement, liberal fertilizing, irrigation,
close planting, use of quality seeds, plant
protection, field care and tools reform
and the achievement of high yields.

By now everybody is convinced that
close planting is an important measure
for high yields. But how far a given
plot of land should be exploited, whether,
say, 30,000 or 50,000 rice seedlings should
be planted to a mu, is very much a ques-
tion of dialectics to be considered taking
all other factors into account. Planting
30,000 rice seedlings means aiming at a
lower rate of land utilization, but 50,000
might be too high a rate. To settle com-
placently for the smaller figure might
mean above all failing to make use of
the potentialities of the land to the full:
on the other hand, aiming too high, plant-
ing too densely, and so depriving plants
perhaps of enough sunshine and ventila-
tion, might even reduce instead of rais-
ing output. Somewhere between the two
there is a rational density that guarantees
optimum yield. To the Chinese farmer,
therefore, close planting is rational close
planting; the operative word being “ra-
tional,” meaning applied dialectics, con-
sidering the interaction of all relevant
factors. For what is rational in one field

may be irrational in another with
different conditions,
The same principles hold true for

the application of fertilizer and the other
measures. There is a dialectical relation-
ship between all eight measures. While
each of the eight measures must be con-
sidered independently, they interact and

must be considered in relation to the
actual effect they will have on each
other. Last year the experience of
various parts of the country in raising
record harvests proved time and again
that high yields resulted where the eight
measures as a whole had been correctly,
dialectically applied.

Al present  the peasants are busily
gathering in the summer harvests and
working on the summer cultivation, but
they are taking time out to study care-
fully this question of the dialectical
application of the eight basic measures
for increasing output. They are going
thoroughly into the experience gained in
the big leap of 1958, and this year too,
to see how further increases can be
obtained by more skilful application of
the Charter. In several places, profes-
sors and students of agriculture working
on the farms are helping the peasants in
this” work of scientific summarizing.

Glaciers in Man’'s Service

Of China’s five autonomous regions, in-
cluding that being prepared for Tibet,
Sinkiang is far and away the largest.
Covering an area of 1,600,000 square kilo-
metres in the far west, it is bigger than
Britain, France, Germany and Italy
combined. But rich as it is in many
other respects, this land of 13 na-
tionalities, with the Uighurs forming the
largest single national group, is not, as
far as climate goes, so blessed by nature.
Aridity is a big problem here. Large
areas have hardly any rain, The region
boasts the hottest spot in all China;
when the heat is really on in the Turfan
Depression the mercury climbs up to 46
degrees Centigrade.

The people of Sinkiang have long
dreamed of finding some way of alleviat-
ing the rigours of their climate. In the
past few years they have put a big effort
into afforestation and the building of res-
ervoirs. But now a grander scheme to
remake nature has been born—to use
Sinkiang’s glaciers on a planned basis to
water the flelds and soften the severity
of the dry air and parched winds that
assail much of these parts. Under the
direction of the Academy of Sciences a
great programme to explore the glacier
areas in the Tienshan Mountains is now
in full swing. Seven teams, totalling
over a hundred scientists and explorers,
are making the first scientific survey of
the “Mountains of Heaven" —the Tien-
shan range, to ascertain the lie of the
main glaciers and study the hydrological
and meteorological conditions of these
mountain areas whose peaks soar 5,000
to 6,000 metres above sea level.
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It has already been established that
the glacier areas in the Tienshan,
Kunlun, Karakoram and Altai Mountains
total something like 10,000 square kilo-
metres with a store of water of not less
than 1,000,000 million cubic metres.
Properly controlled and used this vast
reservoir of water can work wonders.
Sinkiang’s 300 rivers depend for their
water to a large extent on the melting
of ice and snow in the glacier areas. The
same can be said for the many oascs
around ithe rim of the Taklamakan. A
great deal of this water now runs to
waste in the desert sands. Properly
stored and released at need along rivers
and canals it could go a long way to
nourishing huge tracts of fertile land
which have hitherto remained unde-
veloped owing to lack of water.

A thoroughgoing scheme to harness its
glacial waters would give Sinkiang a
more reliable source of irrigation than

Mother Nature’s fickle rains. Its agri-
cultural output could then be raised
many fold.

Commune Histories: A New

Type of Reportage

With the publication of the “History of
the Wheatfield People's Commune” in the
current number of Harvest, the popular
literary quarterly issued in Shanghai, a
new type of reportage has made its ap-
pearance in Chinese literature. It is a
companion piece to the factory histories
(see Peking Review, No. 20, May 19, 1959)
born in the big leap forward of 1958, but
as chronicles of men and events, rural as
distinct from urban, the histories of the
people's communes are painted on a much
larger canvas. In the case of the Wheat-
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Al the height of the big leap forward last year several leading artists visiled Huailai.

field Commune it covers as wide a field
as sevenity-four villages in north Hopei.

This history is the collective work of a
small group of young writers, “new re-
cruits to the craft of Chinese letters” as
they describe themselves, who went to
Huailai County to temper themselves in
manual labour. Huailai lies northwest
of Peking and is only a few hours away

by rail. There they fell in love
with Wheatfield and came to look
upon the commune, to which they

had been admitted as members, as their
second home. What better turn could they
do their commune than tell its story? And
wasn't the Union of Chinese Writers at
the time calling on its members to write
the story of the people's communes? So,
as their spell of work on the farm came
to an end, they embarked upon their new
venture — writing the history of the place
and its people they have come to know
so well,

Wheatfield is one of the six people’s
communes in Huailai County. It was
founded on August 31, 1958, by the amal-
gamation of 36 farm co-ops. It has a
population of 36,000 and cultivates 180,000
mu of land lying mostly on the hills; it
operates factories and workshops, runs
schools and clinics. The members of the
Wheatfield Commune, as indeed of all

the other communes in Huailai, have
travelled a long way since those lean
years under the Kuomintang. Until
liberation came the people in these

parts never knew what it was to be prop-
erly fed and warmly clothed in winter,

Huailai, always a bone of contention in
the civil war days becausc of its strate-
gic importance, never got a chance to
develop. The scars of war cut deep into
its body and disrupted its growth.
Although the many rivers flowing through
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the county could and should have
benefited farming, there were no proper
water conservancy works. Most of them
ran dry in the winter and spring months
and in the summer overflowed to swamp
the farmlands. Landlord reaction held
sway. Poverty dogged its inhabitants,
There seemed to be no end to their suffering
until one memorable night in 1939 a unit
of the Eighth Route Army — predecessor
of the P.L.A.— passed through Huailai
and told them there was something worth
their while to live and fight for. The
seed of revolution was sown. It grew. It
was cruelly battered by the dark forces
of reaction but it weathered the storms
to flower in the rebirth of China in 1949.

This chronicle of 20 years is written
with great feeling and sharply analytical
eyes. It goes on to tell the story of how,
led by the Communist Party, the people
of Huailai first battled the Japanese
invaders and then the people’s enemies
at home; of how, after liberation, they
organized themselves for greater produc-
tion and a better life, first through the
mutual-aid teams, then the farm co-ops
and finally the all-embracing people's
communes. Much of the latter sections
centre around the establishment of the
Wheatfield Commune, the many new
ways of doing new things, the inspiring
examples of new-found energies, the
many benefits that came with the com-
mune,

The significance of this book is not
confined to one commune, one county. It
illustrates bedrock truths of today. Its
reader will find that two facts stand out
in bold relief: the strong, flesh-and-blood
ties between the Communist Party and
the peasants and the inevitability of the
rural areas in China taking the path of
the people’s communes.

IV A £/% .

EAA perts
“tard 0k
RABLVNF,
Heita=ty

s— &

Here are reproductions of two

drawings by Yeh Chien-yu: a general impression of the new Huailai —and a village sireet gay with poems and songs
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China and the Soviet Union
Forever Stand Together

by SOONG CHING LING

SINO-SOVIET friendship, which has now proved to be

a bulwark of peace and progress, has a long history.
When its background is fully appreciated, it is under-
standable why after China’s liberation from imperialism,
feudalism and bureaucratic-capitalism, the relations be-
tween our two peoples and countries took on such sig-
nificance. In fact the full blooming of the fraternal rela-
tions between our two countries is one of the most im-
portant fruits of our revolution.

We can say that the intimate relations between our
two countries in the modern era go back to the beginning
of the century. The Chinese people were about to enter
a new upsurge in our effort to throw imperialism and
feudalism off our backs. It was just at this time that the
1905 Revolution in Russia took place, awakening Chinese
revolutionaries to a similar fight taking place there. We
know. too, that the activities of Sun Yat-sen and the
events of the 1911 Revolution in China aroused Lenin’s
interest and sympathies.

Following the momentous October Socialist Revolu-
tion in 1917, the mutual understanding and concern be-
lween the Soviet and Chinese peoples were swiftly de-
veloped. The relations between the two countries under-
went a fundamental change. The Soviet Republic re-
pudiated all the unequal treaties which tsarist Russia had
forced upon China. This made a deep impression on the
minds of the Chinese people, our nation then still suffer-
ing the ignominy of being carved into “spheres of in-
fluence” by the imperialist powers.

Of decisive importance, however. was the fact that
direct contact between the progressive forces in both coun-
tries was now possible. As Chairman Mao Tse-tung has
said, the salvoes of the October Socialist Revolution
brought to the Chinese revolution the great truths of
Marxism-Leninism. This was reflected in the May Fourth
Movement of 1919, which was the starting point of the
new democratic revolution under the leadership of the
working class. The Chinese Communist Party was founded
in 1921, and from that point on was the leading con-
tingent in the fight for China’s freedom from oppression.
Sun Yat-sen saw in the Russian example the dawn of
mankind and the hopes for success in his long struggle
on behalf of the Chinese people. This led to his accept-
ing the assistance of the Chinese Communist Party and
the formulation of his three new policies, alliance with
Soviet Russia, co-operation with the Chinese Communist
Party, and the mobilization of the workers and peasants.

On this platform, the Chinese revolution once again
gathered momentum, and in 1925 our workers and peas-
ants began to sweep the reactionary forces from the land.
The Soviet people gave us their full sympathy and sup-
port. Complete victory was within our grasp when the
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Kuomintang betrayed the behests of Sun Yat-sen and the
revolution. showing their inability as a class to carry out
to the end the aims of our struggle against imperialism
and feudalism. Counter-revolution set in. and in the
white terror that followed, the revolutionary solidarity
of the Soviet and Chinese peoples was sepled with the
blood of some of our best sons and daughters. These
were times that tried men’'s souls. However, even in the
darkest days. not for one instant did Soviet encourage-
ment to us cease, nor did their belief in the Chinese peo-
ple’s undaunted spirit waver. The Soviet people knew that
the revolutionary tide in China would inevitably rise again.

When the Japanese militarists invaded our land,
neither any European nation nor the U.S.A. would help
China (even under Chiang Kai-shek's regime) to fight the
Japanese invasion in the early years of the war. but the
Soviet Government gave China airplanes and sorely need-
ed munitions. Thus from the very beginning the Soviet
Union actively supported the anti-Japanese struggle of
the Chinese people. The Chinese people, under the leader-
ship of the Chinese Communist Party, were carryving out
a determined fight to drive the enemy from our soil, In
the final days of World War II. the valiant Red Army
of the Soviet Union routed the most formidable Japanese
military force, and along with the Chinese people’s armies
put an end to the Japanese imperialist aggression.

All during the Liberation War that followed. when
the Kuomintang against the will of the people restarted
the civil war and was selling the country to the American
imperialists in an effort to save its own skin, the Soviet
people continued to support our revolutionary cause. With
us they rejoiced when the final victory was won in 1949,
The Soviet Union was the first nation to recognize the
People’s Republic of China.

AF'I'ER our liberation in 1949, all the barriers and restric-
tions which before had been erected between China
and the Soviet Union were unceremoniously tossed aside,
and our two countries stood shoulder to shoulder as broth-
ers before the world. This symbolized a major turning
point in history. This became a determining factor in
the course of human development. With this new strength,
we now champion the cause of man’s progress — of peace,
democracy and socialism.

The relations between the Soviet Union and the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, as in the case of relations be-
tween all socialist countries, arise from the socialist nature
which prevails in our nations. There is no private owner-
ship, no national oppression and no exploitation of man
by man. Therefore, there are no social classes or groups
which seek profit or advantage by attacking others, seizing
colonies, raw material sources or markets, promoting con-
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flicts between nations so as to plunder and enslave them.
All these are methods which are the essence of capitalism,
and which it uses on every occasion. They are simply
impossible in the relations between socialist states, or be-
tween socialist states and any other country of whatever
social system.

The policies which guide the relations between the
Soviet Union and China are representative of the new and
higher type of contact between states and peoples, which
are commensurate with the new era into which man
stepped with the appearance of the great Soviet Union
and a succession of other socialist countries. The charac-
teristics of these new relations are as follows:

Complete equality between nations;

Respect [or nalional sovereignty;

Mutual confidence. fraternal co-operation and mutual
benefit;

Joint actions based on mutually arrived at decisions
derived from common Marxist-Leninist world outlook.

OOKING back over the past ten years, we can see that
following these principles has brought the Soviet and
Chinese peoples ever closer together, enabling them to draw
such material and spiritual sustenance from one another
that the progress of our two nations under the leadership
of our Communist Parties has been phenomenal.

This concept of international brotherhood born of our
proletarian point of view was embodied in the historic
Treaty of Friendship, Alliance and Mutual Assistance
signed in February 1950. It was reiterated in the Joint
Declaration of the Government of the People’s Republic
of China and the Government of the U.S.S.R. issued in
October 1954 and the Communique on the Meeting Be-
tween Mao Tse-tung and N. S. Khrushchov issued in
August 1958. It was manifested by the large-scale eco-
nomic and technical aid rendered China by the Soviet
Union, which was so vital in the restoration of our nation-
al economy, and then in the industrialization of our land
now in process as part of our planned steps to socialism.
It was materialized in a myriad of other ways and through
a score of channels, as the cultural liaison between the
Soviet and Chinese peoples has been broadened day by day.

In the past ten years, the last of the above principles
has been faithfully adhered to as the Soviet Union and
China have spared no effort to enhance the fraternal
bonds of the great socialist camp. We have constantly
fought for, and preserved the purity of Marxism-Leninism.
especially against the onslaughts of the modern revision-
ists as typified by the leadership of the Yugoslav League
of Communists, The historic 1957 Moscow Declaration of
Communist and Workers' Parties of twelve socialist coun-
tries was a product of this staunch position. This Dec-
laration, which sums up the experiences of the various
Parties in winning their revolutions and in the building
of socialism in their respective countries, is of the utmost
importance to the world working-class movement, and its
validity will become even more apparent and outstanding
as time goes on.

The unceasing progress and the healthy development
of the socialist camp has been an accomplishment of prime
magnitude. It is a vivid demonstration, a living example
of the superiority of the socialist way of life over the
capitalist way, which limps from crisis to crisis, bringing
untold hardships to the working people in those lands.
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The impeccable way in which the socialist camp handles
its relations with other countries, and especially the just
posilion it takes on every issue, makes it stand out as an
uncompromising foe of retrogression and exploitation of
man by man in any form. It is the main force in the world
today defending the integrity of every people, the sover-
eignty of every nation and the security of all mankind.

It is the power of the socialist camp combined with
the peace sentiment of the peoples everywhere which has
elevated the desire for world tranquility to the top posi-
tion over the desires of that handful of monopoly cap-
italists in the West for war. Because of the existence of
the socialist camp and that overwhelming sentiment, we
can proclaim that war is not inevitable, and that if the
peoples continue vigorously to defend their rights to live
in peace, war can be checked for all time as an instrument
of aggressive policy.

On every vital issue and problem in international
affairs during the past ten years, the Soviet Union and
China have maintained a unity of views and advocation.
We have sternly opposed imperialist aggression wherever
it appeared. We have remained as the reliable and loyal
friends of every Asian, African and Latin American people
in their resistance to imperialist encroachment and split-
ting attempts. We have time and again put forward rea-
sonable proposals to solve every outstanding international
question, earnestly seeking negotiations rather than resort
to force, in the face of Western rigidity and antagonism
to the ideas of peaceful settlement. We were signatories
to the Peace Manifesto drawn up in Moscow by the Com-
munist and Workers’ Parties in 1957. China was one of
the originators, and both the Soviet Union and China agree
to uphold without reservation the famous Five Principles
of Peaceful Coexistence and the Ten Principles of
Bandung. Both our countries have sought wide trade and
cultural interchange between all nations as a means of
cultivating mutual understanding and precluding the pos-
sibility of war.

IHHE foreign policy of a country is merely an exten-

sion of its domestic policy, which reflects its character
and action. It is obvious from the tremendous plans the
Soviet Union and China have underway that we seck
peace on the basis of justice for all peoples. since at home
we build for the happiness and prosperity of our own peo-
ples. And in keeping with the distinctive feature of the
collective spirit of our societies, we willingly share our
progress with our f[riends everywhere, contributing to
their independent national development.

The Chinese people feel that our own road is the only
correct one to travel, and as a result of these ten years'
experience we have learned that Sino-Soviet [riendship is
a basic ingredient for our own continuous advance. It is
the guarantee that we will be able to maintain a high
rate of development and to create the necessary conditions
for the speedy completion of socialist construction and
then to start on the transition from this first stage to
the second stage of communism in not too long a time
in history.

Today our two nations and peoples are stronger and
more united than ever before. Our [riendship is inde-
structible. Along with the rest of the socialist world, we
are standing in the very forefront of all progress. We
strive for the earliest triumph of socialism over capitalism
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in peaceful competition, knowing that this has the greatest
bearing on mankind’s destiny, heralding the end of the
capitalist system and imperialism, signifying the coming
liberation of further hundreds of millions of people
throughout the world from the miseries of oppression, war

and economic upheaval which have plagued them for
_ centuries on end.

A Record of Intervention

U.S. CONSPIRACY

The Chinese people are proud that our liberation has
given us this historical role to play alongside of the Soviet
people. We pledge our unreserved support to the two
great Communist Parties in our two fraternal countries.
It is they who are leading nearly 900 million people to
socialism and communism, a new era for peace and pro-
gress of the entire world.

IN LAOS

by SU MIN

THE situation in Laos is taking a dangerous turn. The

Sananikone government, having unilaterally repudiat-
ed the Geneva agreements in February, is now starting
a civil war. Arrests, repression and outright murder of
former resistance fighters went on for months, but in the
middle of May, the Laotian government troops, without
any justification whatsoever, suddenly encircled and
launched attacks against the former Pathet Lao fighting
units which it openly announced would be “treated as
rebels.” At the same time, Prince Souphanouvong and
other patriotic Laotian leaders were placed under house
surveillance. These perfidious acts have scrapped the
1954 Geneva agreements on Laos and torn up the 1956
and 1957 agreements between the Royal Laotian Govern-
ment and the Pathet Lao forces. Civil war in Laos is
being rekindled. Tension in Indo-China is being further
aggravated.

U.S. Colonialists Butt In

The U.S. imperialists are directly responsible for the
present course of developments. The Geneva agreements
signed in 1954, aside from stipulating the withdrawal of
the French colonialist troops and ensuring the indepen-
dence of Laos, also guaranteed its non-participation in
any military bloc and non-interference in its internal
affairs by any foreign countries. If these provisions had
been strictly observed, an independent and peaceful Laos
would be assured, paving the way for the realization of
the Laotian people's aspirations for a united and
democratic motherland and the development of their
national economy. Washington pledged at Geneva to
“refrain from the threat or the use of force to disturb”
the agreements, but in actual fact, it interpreted the
occasion as a golden opportunity to step into the shoes
of the French colonialists and turn this landlocked coun-
try into a US. colony and military base. Outright
diplomatic pressure and threats, military and economic
“aid,” cloak-and-dagger subversion, in short every ‘“cold-
war” weapon known to Washington, was used to obstruct
a peaceful and just political settlement in Laos and to
gain control of the Laotian Government. The record of
the past five years shows the dirty meddling of the U.S.
imperialists in every turn of events in Laos.

Washington set out to draw Laos into its military
bloc immediately after the Geneva Conference restored
peace in Indo-China. The ink on the Geneva agreements
had hardly dried when in August 1954, with the U.S.
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taking the lead, the notorious Manila Treaty was signed
which arbitrarily put Laos within the “area of protec-
tion” of SEATO. At the same time, the most reactionary
elements in the Laotian Government were goaded by
Washington into launching attacks against the Pathet Lao
forces led by Prince Souphanouvong which were concen-
trated in the areas of Sam Neua and Phong Saly in ac-
cordance with the provisions of the Geneva agreements.

The U.S. imperialists wanted by all means to provoke
a civil war in Laos because by making “Laotians fight
Laotians” they hoped to kill two birds with one stone:
to annihilate the staunchest patriotic force in Laos — the
Pathet Lao forces — and use military “aid” to gain com-
plete control over Laos. When the Laotian Minister of
Defence Kouvoravong opposed this U.S. scheme, he was
murdered in September 1954 by a U.S. gunman. A cabinet
crisis was created and the pro-American Katay Sasorith
was installed as Prime Minister. While Katay made the
pretense of negotiating with the Pathet Lao forces,
government paratroopers were dropped in the Phong Saly
and Sam Neua areas and a full-scale attack was launched
against the Pathet Lao forces. In violation of the Geneva
agreements, a National Assembly election was held with
the exclusion of the Pathet Lao forces.

It was about this time that U.S. “aid” began to pour
into Laos. A U.S. “International Co-operation Adminis-
tration” mission was set up in Vientiane in March 1955.
In that year alone, some 50 million U.S. dollars worth
of “aid” was given. Military equipment to arm and ex-
pand the Laotian army took up four-fifths of this “aid,”
while the rest was also used mostly for military purposes.
The expenditures for the Laotian police, for example,
were paid under the heading of “technical aid.” Even
“economic aid” was used mostly to build strategic
highways and airfields.

Phouma-Souphanouvong Agreement

Yet despite all this, Katay Sasorith’s military attacks
failed. The civil strife was so unpopular that Katay
Sasorith was forced to resign. In February 1956, Prince
Souvanna Phouma became Prime Minister again and
negotiations with the Pathet Lao forces were renewed in
August of that year.

The negotiations dragged on for more than four
months because of U.S. obstruction and intervention. From
July to October, U.S. Joint Chief of Staff Admiral Rad-
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ford, U.S. Pacific Fleet Commander Admiral Stump and
a host of other U.S. officials went to Vientiane to put
pressure on the Phouma government. The Chiang Kai-
shek remnant forces on the Burma-Thailand-Laos border
were used to stir up trouble in Laos and pro-American
elements were directed to carry out splitting activities.
Despite all this, negotiations were successfully concluded.
A Phouma-Souphanouvong joint statement was issued in
December 1956. They agreed in principle on the forma-
tion of a coalition government following which the Pathet
Lao forces would become a political organization with the
equal rights of other political parties. The agreements
also provided that the government and forces in Sam
Neua and Phong Saly be placed under this coalition
government and that members of the Pathet Lao should
enjoy full political rights. It was stipulated that a
foreign policy of positive ncutrality should be followed.

Washington Steps Up Pressure

This of course incurred Washington’s wrath. U.S.
diplomats made it known that if members of Pathet Lao
were admitlied to the Laotian Government, U.S. “aid”
would cease. When this threat failed, Dulles clamoured
at the SEATO conference in Canberra in March 1957 that
the situation in Laos was “serious,” that “international
communism” was continuing its support to the Lao “rebel
forces” (Pathet Lao forces). This was followed by even
more overt U.S. pressure. U.S. “aid” was cut down to a
trickle with the result that the Phouma cabinet was unable
to pay salaries to government employees.

This outright interference, though it succeeded in
forcing Phouma's resignation for three months, was unable
to override the strong sentiment of the Laotian people
for peace, unilication and neutrality. Phouma headed the
government again in August, and in November reached
agreement with the Pathet Lao fighting units on concrete
measures for a rapprochement. In the same month, a
coalition government was formed, and Prince Sou-
phanouvong and another Pathet Lao leader became cabinet
ministers.

The formation of the coalition government, supported
as it was by the Laotian people, made the United States
even more [rantic in its intervention. The U.S. State
Department hurried to express “serious concern” the day
after the coalition government was installed. Phouma was
asked to go to the United States to explain the situation
and Western newspapers openly described this as “a talking
down to the Laotians”; weapons were supplied to the
reactionary elements in Laos to stir up trouble in the by-
clections stipulated by the 1957 agreements. Thanks to
the determined struggle of the Laotian people and the
efforts of the International Commission for Super-
vision and Control in Laos formed under the Geneva
agreements, this US. plot too came to nought. The
Neo Lao Haksat Party (Laotian Patriotic Party, the
political organization of the former Pathet Lao forces),
registered a significant victory despite all restrictions,
obstruction and sabotage by the reactionaries in Laos.

To stem this democratic trend in Laos, Washington
again used its “aid” to bring pressure to bear on the
Laotian Government. Although it dared not stop the
“aid"” for fear that Laos would turn to the socialist coun-
tries for help, Washington insisted that the kip (Laotian
currency) be depreciated from 35 to one US. dollar to

June 2, 1959

100 to 1. At the same time, a host of reactionary parties,
including a so-called “Laotian Commitiee for the Defence
of National Interests,” were organized. Under such con-
ditions, the Phouma cabinet was again forced to resign
and in August 1958 the right-wing Sananikone govern-
ment was formed excluding the Laotian Patriotic Party.
From that time, the situation began to deteriorate and
U.S. interference increased with each passing month.

At U.S. instigation, the Sananikone government began
to sabotage the Geneva agreements and the 1956 and 1957
agreements stage by stage. Persecution of members of
the former Pathet Lao forces was stepped up and those
who were given posts during the period of the coalition
government were removed from ofTice.

Simultaneously with this, numerous U.S. agencies
were established in many parts of the country while U.S.
arms poured into Laos. Laotian airfields and other
military centres were covertly turned into SEATO military
bases and personnel from U.S. Clarke Air Base in the
Philippines were stationed there.

Sananikone took a series of measures in complete
contravention to the policy of positive neutrality to which
the Laotian Government was pledged. Egged on by
Washington, Laotian government troops repeatedly
crossed into the territory of the Democratic Republic of
Viet-nam to create border incidents. The Chiang Kai-shek
remnant troops using Laos as a base were ordered to
carry out repeated harassing activities against China’s
borders. U.S. persohnel were active in northern Laos.
All this was of course engineered by the U.S. imperialists
as part of their overall scheme to seize Indo-China and
create tension throughout Southeast Asia.

Under U.S. prodding, the Sananikone government
used the border incidents with Democratic Viet-nam as
an excuse to demand from the National Assembly a year
of extraordinary power to reorganize the government.
revise the constitution and hold new elections. When it
reorganized the cabinet in January this year, seven mem-
bers of the reactionary “Laotian Committee for the
Defence of National Interests” were included. Three of
these were high-ranking officers of the army.

Geneva Agreements Repudiated

With these steps as the groundwork, Washington then
directed Sananikone to come out on February 11 with the
unilateral statement that Laos was no longer bound by
the Geneva agreements and a refusal to allow the In-
ternational Commission to resume work. This statement
was preceded by the clamour of the Laotian Army Chief
of Staff Rattikul that Laos was “in the area of protection”
of SEATO. When these statements are taken together
with the U.S. State Department announcement that the
U.S. was free to set up a military mission in Laos, and
the April SEATO conference in Wellington at which the
Laotian situation was discussed in secret, the full sig-
nificance of these moves becomes obvious. Washington
wants to scrap the Geneva agreements completely so that
it can liquidate the Pathet Lao forces and turn Laos into
a de facto U.S. base.

In the course of its penetration into Laos, U.S. “aid”
has played an especially vicious role. Like an octopus,
Washington extended its tentacles far to take hold of the
Laotian economy. This accomplished, it repeatedly uses
the threat to cut “aid” as a weapon to force the Laotian
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Government to fall into line. Altogether, more than 135
million U.S. dollars worth of U.S. “aid” was extended to
Laos during the more than three years between 1955 and
1958. More than five-sixths of this sum was used to
finance the army of over 30,000 men, including the police
force. Since Washington controls the purse strings, U.S.
advisers have in fact been directing the Laotian army.
This was supplemented by U.S. economic “aid” in the
form of surplus goods flooding the Laotian market. Most
of these, like passenger cars and other luxury goods, have
no relationship to the needs of the people. On the con-
trary, they have dealt crushing blows to the fow Laotian
national enterprises in existence. Hand-spun cloth used
to be very popular in Laos, yet the import of U.S. textiles
went up from 3 million U.S. dollars in value in 1955 to
nearly 9 million in 1957, causing a slump in the Laotian
cloth industry. Coffee was formerly an important Lao-
tian export item, but because of the dumping of U.S.
canned coffee in Vientiane, local production dropped
sharply. The net results of U.S. “aid” are stagnation of
the Laotian economy, great dependence on the United
States, a terrible imbalance in foreign trade (imports
were 40 times greater than exports in 1957), and galloping
inflation. The Laotian people have to shoulder the
burden of all this, while a new crop of comprador
bourgeoisie closely attached to Washington has been
created. A large number of new banks and companies

Document : Situation in Laos

dealing solely in this type of business, such as the “Lao-
Thai Bank,” “The Lao-Thai Monopole,” the “Air Laos,”

. ete,, have shot up during the past few vears. This is the

social base for the extremely pro-American reactionary
group now in power in Laos.

China’s Legitimate Concern

In the five years since the Geneva Conference of
1954, the U.S. imperialists have constantly pushed their
conspiracy to turn Laos into their colony and a military
base directed against China, the Democratic Republic of
Viet-nam and the countries of Southeast Asia. By openly
scrapping the Geneva agreements and launching attacks
on the Pathet Lao forces, the Sananikone government is
rekindling the fires of civil war and threatening peace
in Indo-China. As a guarantor of the Geneva agreements
and as a neighbour of Laos threatened by the U.S. con-
spiracy, China of course is vitally concerned. The fact
that Chiang Kai-shek remnant forces are operating against
China from Laotian territory is another factor underlying
China’s concern with developments there.

China on several occasions has made statements
condemning the US. schemes in Laos and warning the
Sananikone government of the grave consequences of its
moves. The Chinese people cannot regard the grave
situation in Laos with indifference.

Notes to Geneva Conference Chairmen

Foreign Minister Chen Yi has written to the Co-Chairmen
of the 1954 Geneva Conjerence on Indo-China concerning the
Royal Laotian Government's armed attack on the former
Pathet Lao fighting wunits and its placing of the leaders of
the Neo Lao Haksat Party under close surveillance and house
arrest. The identical letters, delivered on May 25, were address-
ed to Andrei Gromyko, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
U.S.S.R.,, and Selwyn Lloyd, British Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs. The main text of the letters follows. — Fd.

I HAVE the honour to draw your attention to my letter

to you dated February 19, 1959 on the unilateral tear-
ing up of the Geneva agreements by the Kingdom of Laos.
Since then the situation in Laos, instead of showing any
improvement, has continued to deteriorate.  Recently,
owing to the actions of the Royal Laotian Government
designed to eliminate the former Pathet Lao fighting units,
the situation has grown even more serious. In utter dis-
regard of the Geneva agreements and the agreements con-
cluded between the Royal Laotian Government and the
former Pathet Lao fighting units in December 1956 and
November 1957, the Phoui Sananikone government on
May 11, 1959 ordered the disarming of the two battalions
of the former Pathet Lao fighting units. At the same time.
the army and police of the Royal Laotian Government
surrounded the residences of the leaders of the Neo Lao
Haksat Party and the former Pathet Lao fighting units,
placing them under close surveillance and house arrest.
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These constitute the gravest violations of the Geneva
agreements.

At the direct instigation and with the direct support of
the United States the Royal Laotian Government has taken
its present measures against the Neo Lao Haksat Party
and the former Pathet Lao fighting units. These actions
are rekindling the flames of war which were extinguished
for several years; they pose a serious threat to the peace
of Indo-China and greatly aggravate tension in Southeast
Asia. As a participant in the 1954 Geneva Conference and a
guarantor of the Geneva agreements, the People's Republie
of China naturally cannot look on at this with indifference.

Mr. Pham Van Dong, Minister of Forcign Affairs of
the Democratic Republic of Viet-nam, has formally re-
quested the Co-Chairmen of the 1954 Geneva Conference
to adopt urgent and effective measures to ensure that the
Geneva agreements on Laos be respected and thoroughly
implemented. T consider this request entirely proper and
reasonable. T likewise hold that at this critical moment
the Soviet Union and the United Kingdom, as participants
in the 1954 Geneva Conference, and particularly as the
Co-Chairmen of the Conference, should adopt measures
at once to stop these grave actions of the Royal Laotian
Government violating the Geneva agreements so as to
uphold the Geneva agreements and peace in Indo-China,
and instruct the International Commission for Supervision
and Control in Laos to meet and resume its activities at
once,
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What the Central People’s Government
Has Done for Tibet

— Some Facts About Construction Since Liberation —

by TSUNG CHAO-JEN

HE quelling of the rebellion in Tibet has cleared the

way for the building of a new, prosperous Tibet.
The bulk of the Tibetan population hails this prospect
with open arms. As the direct beneficiaries of the many
constructive activities carried out in Tibet by the Central
People’s Government since the peaceful liberation, they
have a pretty fair idea of what this will mean to them.
Despite obstruction by the kasha (the former local govern-
ment of Tibet) and the reactionary clique of the upper
social strata. the Central People’s Government and the
People’s Liberation Army have done a great deal in Tibet
in the past eight years to help the local people develop
their economy and culture. All these activities are in
accordance with provisions of the 17-article agreement on
the peaceful liberation of Tibet signed in 1951 belween
the Central People’s Government and the local govern-
ment of Tibet (see Peking Review, No. 19, May 12, 1959).

Communications and Transport

Before its liberation, no modern transport linked
Tibet with the rest of the country. Horses. yaks,
oxen and small boats made of hide were the only means
of transportation the local people had. Travel then was
tedious and dangerous; a trip across the region from east
to west and back was a two-year Odyssey. Since libera-
tion, P.L.A. men, Han workers and local people have built
more than 7,000 kilometres of highways and motor roads
crossing mountains, torrents and glaciers. Today, travel
by car between Lhasa and Sining (in Chinghai), for
instance, is only a matter of a few days where before it
took months on horseback. The three main highways —
the Kangting-Tibet, Chinghai-Tibet and Sinkiang-Tibet
Highways — are supplemented by new roads linking
Tibet's main cities, Lhasa and Shigatse, Shigatse and
Gyantse, Gyantse and Yatung, Nagchuka an